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Sorensen ends his long walk
University president announced retirement in
mid-December, plans to stay at USC
Brad Maxwell
NEWS EDITOR

USC President Andrew Sorensen announced at a
press conference on Dec. 14 that he will be retiring
at the end of July.
“We have come to the inescapable conclusion
that it is time to pass the baton of the presidency,”
Sorensen said as both press and members of the
university looked on.
Sorensen will continue to serve as president
through July 31. He said that for the rest of his
term he will “work with the same diligence I have
for the past five and a half years.”
In the event a replacement is not found by the
end of Sorensen’s term, he said he plans to stay on.
USC is about to undertake a massive seven-year
fundraising campaign, one that Sorensen said
he thinks would best be executed by a single
president.
“Our university requires a president who can

Through the years...

see that campaign through from start to fi nish,”
he said.
Sorensen said he was unable to foresee plans for
seven years down the road and the university needs
a president “who can articulate the vision of the
future.”
He said he held “amicable discussions” with
Herbert Adams, chairman of t he Board of
Trustees, for approximately 6 months regarding
his possible retirement. He said that it was during
the Thanksgiving holiday that he and his wife,
Donna, concluded it was time to go.
Sorensen, who has been president since July
2002, said he would remain a part of the university
as a faculty member, “perhaps with administrative
responsibilities.”
Sorensen would not elaborate on his new
job, although he said he’s “considering several
alternatives, and will announce (his) plans for the
future in January 2008.”
In a letter to Sorensen, Adams said Sorensen
might serve as health sciences administrator. He
has a master’s degree in public health from the
University of Michigan.
“The state of South Carolina owes a great debt

Mary Ann Chastain / The Associated Press

Katie Jones

of gratitude to Dr. Sorensen,” Adams said. “He’s
demonstrated not good leadership, but great
leadership.”
An 11-member committee appointed by the
Board of Trustees charged with finding a new
president had its first meeting Jan. 10, according to
USC spokesman Russ McKinney.
McKinney said the chair of the committee is
Miles Loadholt, also vice chairman of the Board
of Trustees. Four other trustees serving on the
committee are Samuel Foster II, Mack Whittle Jr.,
John von Lehe Jr. and Toney Lister.
The committee also includes William Bethea
Jr., president of the USC Alumni Association, C.B.
Smith, chairman of the Board of the Educational
Foundation, three faculty representatives and
Student Body President Nick Payne.
“The bottom line is it’s a candidate search
committee,” Adams said. The committee will look
everywhere, Adams said, and submit four names
to the Board of Trustees. The process could take
between six and eight months.
Sorensen said it would be inappropriate for
SORENSEN ● 4

A look at President Andrew Sorensen’s history at the University of South Carolina

July 1, 2002: Dr.
A ndrew Sorensen
begins his f irst
day as USC’s 27th
President.

Feb. 3, 2003:
President Sorensen
a n nou nce s v i sion
for USC resea rch
campus supported
by private and public
funds.

Oct. 2, 2002: University awarded
$11 million grant, the largest in
the universit y’s history, from
National Institutes of Health to
study colorectal cancer.

Nov. 12 , 2003:
University officials and
business leaders break
ground for Inn at USC.

March 3, 2003: The
St rom Thu r mond
Wellness and Fitness
Center opens.

Nov. 5, 2004: University
celebrates official opening
of Carolina’s “green dorm,”
the largest residence-hall
complex of its kind in the
world.

Dec. 15, 2003: The College
of Liberal Arts and Science
and Mathematics merger is
approved by the Board of
Trustees.

D e c . 14 , 2 0 0 7 :
President Sorensen
announces plans to
retire on July 31.

Apr il 21, 2005: The
Greater Columbia
Chamber of Commerce
names Sorensen
Ambassador of the Year.

Homeless shelters provide haven, fight crowding
Cold weather, rain causes influx
of visitors to shelter
Paul Bowers
MIX EDITOR

On Saturday night in front of the
City of Columbia Winter Shelter,
an orderly line formed. The quietly
assembled men were all waiting for
check-in, a process that involves a
metal detector sweep and personal
search.
“It’s all about the safety of the guys
who are trying to better themselves,”
Alonzo Glover said, a shift manager
who has worked i n t he shelter
since Dec. 16. Glover, a 1994 USC

graduate, remained idealistic about
the purpose of the shelter, which
is scheduled to remain open every
night through Mar. 31.
The shelter, which is sit uated
down a dirt road at 191 Calhoun
St., consists of t wo nondescript
metal buildings with concrete floors
and wooden bunks. One houses
exclusively males, while the other
is partitioned to hold both men and
women.
“I ain’t complaining,” said Bobby
Moody, a 60-year-old resident with
a penchant for giving advice. “We’re
just here to lay over.”
Many of Columbia’s homeless
echoed his sentiment. The shelter

offers warm beds, showers, telephone
access and lockers free of charge to
anyone who arrives between 6 p.m.
and 10 p.m.
A winter evening for a man like
Moody often begins at the Salvation
Army, where volunteers provide free
dinner. From there, Regional Transit
Authority buses carry him to the
shelter for check-in. Once inside, he
finds the place where he will sleep
for the night. Some, however, are not
fortunate enough to sleep in a bed.
When the number of people in the
shelter exceeds the number of bunks,
those without beds are forced onto
the floor, where they sleep on blue
foam mats. On particularly cold or

rainy nights when demand exceeds
capacity, buses carry people to an
overflow shelter in the gymnasium
at Martin Luther K ing, Jr. Park.
According to Glover, this has only
happened three times so far.
Overcrowding is a serious issue at
the Calhoun Street location.
“It brings a lot of tension,” said
R.J. King, who stayed there Saturday
night. Later that same night, an
altercation erupted near the showers,
drawing security guards in to break
it up.
O t her compl a i nt s tended to
center around the RTA, particularly
SHELTER ● 4
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Alcohol was determined
as a contributing factor in
the deaths of most of the
students who died in the
Ocean Isle beach house fire
in late October, according
to medical examiners.
With the exception of
Lauren Mahon who had
no alcohol in her system,
t he six ot her vict ims,
ac c ord i ng to med ic a l
reports, were well above
the legal limit with a blood
a lcohol concent rat ion
between .16 and .21. In
N.C. and S.C., the legal
limit is .08 percent for a
driver.
Dr. Thomas B. Clark
I I I, a Nor t h Carolina
medical examiner, said,
“ T he m a x i mu m leg a l
alcohol concentration for
a person under age 21 is
zero, driving or not,” in
reference to the victims all
being 18 or 19 years old.
All of the students died
from smoke inhalation
a nd c a rbon monox ide
poisoning.
“It is my opinion that
a lcohol i ntox icat ion
contributed to the death
of Cassidy Fae Pendley,”
s a i d C l a r k . “A l c o h o l
impairs judgment, slows
reaction times and affects
coordination. A lcohol
intoxication would lower
the probability of a person
getting out of a burning
house, and may also have
contributed to starting the
fire.”
According to medical
reports, Pendley’s blood
alcohol concentration was
reported at .18 percent.
A lt hough a lcohol was
mentioned in all of the
victim’s autopsy reports,
Pendley’s was the only one
to list “alcohol intoxication
[a s] a cont r ibut i ng
condition” to her death.
Br u n s w ick Cou nt y
Dist rict At tor ney Rex
Gore feels it is unnecessary
to speculate whether or
not alcohol contributed to
the deaths.
“The real issue is that
t hey did not sur v ive a
tragic fire, for whatever
reason,” he sa id. “I’m
frustrated with the idea
that some way or another
we have to blame a
tragedy and their deaths,
in part, on them and them
being young and making
decisions t hat perhaps
they shouldn’t have made
or perhaps we other folks
think they shouldn’t have
made.”
North Carolina Chief
Medical Examiner John
Butts could not be reached
for comment.
Comments on this stor y?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.
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Crime Report
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PIC OF THE DAY

[

WEATHER
TODAY

THURSDAY, DEC. 6
Grand larceny, 11 p.m.
Patterson Hall, 1520 Devine St.
Someone took a 2000 red Volkswagon Jetta
that belonged to the victim’s mother.
Estimated value: $10,450
Reporting offi cer: M. Stover

Breaking and entering a motor vehicle, petit
larceny, 8 p.m.
Bates West, 1405 Whaley St.
Someone took a CD player and a car title
from a 1994 Chevrolet Lumina. There
were no signs of forced entry.
Estimated value: $135
Reporting offi cer: W. Jones

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
Grand larceny, 11 a.m.
A rnold School of Public Healt h, 800
Sumter St.
Someone stole a laptop.
Estimated value: $1,496
Reporting offi cer: E. Meacham
Malicious injury to real property, 2:30 a.m.
Chi Psi House, 508 Lincoln St.
Someone threw a chair through a window
in the front of the house. A wreath was
found in a flower bed and several flowers
were uprooted.
Estimated damage: $1000
Reporting offi cer: M. Winnington

Breaking and entering a motor vehicle, petit
larceny
1423 Whaley St.
Someone took a CD player and 175 CDs
from a locked car.
Estimated value: $800
Reporting offi cer: J. Widdifield

54 28

Tomorrow

MONDAY, DEC. 10
Unlawful use of telephone, 11:20 a.m.
Computer Services Annex, 1211 Wheat St.
Elaine Tumblestone and another woman
claiming to be her lawyer, repeatedly called
the victim. They demanded money for
Tumblestone’s sister’s hospital bills.
Reporting offi cer: W. Jones

Lizzy Sheppard / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A Russell House employee tacks up flyers advertising events
around campus during the first weeks back.

51 24

SATURDAY, DEC. 8
Simple possession of marijuana, driving under
suspension, open container, 4:05 a.m.
Greene and Pickens Streets
Ryan Clark was pu lled over af ter he
improperly started from a stop and sped.
He had open beers in his car, as well as
a bag of marijuana. His license had been
suspended for not paying traffic tickets.
Reporting offi cer: I. Rouppasong

Attempted burglary, malicious injury to real
property, 4 p.m.
Pearl Laboratory, 720 College St.
Someone tried to break into the lab by
prying open the main door and garage
door.
Estimated damage: $200
Reporting offi cer: W. Jones
TUESDAY, DEC. 11

Trespass after notice, 10:10 p.m.
Pickney-Legare
Akahito Yamaguchi was sleeping in Legare’s
laundry room. He was given a previous
trespassing notice.
Reporting offi cer: D. Adams

Grand larceny of motor vehicle, 11 p.m.
1423 Whaley St.
Someone stole a 1997 blue Mercury Grand
Marquis.
Estimated value: $2,500
Reporting offi cer: A. Mitchell

SUNDAY, DEC. 9

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 12

Burglary, grand larceny, 10:30 a.m.
516 Main St.
Someone took lawn care equipment from a
storage shed.
Estimated value: $4,000
Reporting offi cer: M. Stover

Auto breaking, petit larceny, 7:15 p.m.
1423 Whaley St.
Someone took a CD player, subwoofers and
an amplifier from a black Mazda.
Estimated value: $400
Reporting offi cer: N. Peter

Breaking and entering a motor vehicle, 11
p.m.
Blossom St. Garage, 1300 Blossom St.
Someone removed t he driver’s side
window and took the car audio system
and a Zune mp3 player.
Estimated value: $710
Reporting offi cer: D. Adams

Unlawful use of telephone, 9:07 a.m.
720 College St.
The victim received threatening phone
calls. The caller said she had Bloods and
Crips in her family, who would “take care
of her.”
Reporting offi cer: A. Holbrooks
THURSDAY, DEC. 27

THURSDAY, DEC. 13
Breaking and entering a motor vehicle, petit
larceny, 1:30 a.m.
Blossom St. Garage, 1300 Blossom St.
Someone inserted a punch under the
passenger side door handle, disengaged
the lock and stole a JVC stereo system.
Estimated value: $115
Reporting offi cer: D. Adams
Petit larceny, 10:30 p.m.
Strom Thurmond Wellness Center, 1000
Blossom St.
Someone took $254 cash from a lock
box.
Estimated value: $254
Reporting offi cer: W. Guyon
FRIDAY, DEC. 14
Grand larceny, 5:30 p.m.
Williams Brice Stadium, 1000 George
Rogers Blvd.
Someone took t wo rolls of shrinkwrapped elevator cables that were left
unsecured.
Estimated value: $2,000
Reporting offi cer: J. Culler

Burglary, petit larceny, 8 a.m.
Someone took a keyboard, a drum, a
DVD player, DVDs, video game systems,
video game controllers and video games.
The person apparently entered through
an unlocked window.
Estimated value: $840
Reporting offi cer: W. Jones
MONDAY, DEC. 31
Burglary, grand larceny of motor vehicle,
grand larceny of power tools, 7 a.m.
Longstreet Theater, 700 Sumter St.
Someone broke into the tool room by
prying open the door. Tools, tool cases
and a 2005 Chevrolet Silverado were
stolen.
Estimated value: $16,714
Reporting offi cer: I. Rouppasong
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 2
Malicious injury to personal property, 1
p.m.
Someone damaged a rec ycling
receptacle.
Estimated damage: $585

SATURDAY, DEC. 15
FRIDAY, JAN. 4
Grand larceny, 8 a.m.
Maxcy College, 1332 Pendleton St.
W h i le t he v ic t i m wa s helpi ng h is
roommate pack, he put his laptop and
textbooks outside the room. Someone
took them while he was away.
Estimated value: $2,600
Reporting offi cer: J. Velders
MONDAY, DEC. 17
Breaking and entering a motor vehicle, petit
larceny, 8:30 a.m.
700 Greene St.
Someone took a b ook bag f rom a
Mitsubishi Eclipse with shoes, jeans and
a Hooters Greenville sweatshirt in it.
Estimated value: $135
Reporting offi cer: A. Mitchell

Burglary, grand larceny, 12 p.m.
Swearingen, 315 Main St.
Someone took 15 spools of copper wire.
Estimated value: $1,000
Reporting offi cer: L. Diaz
Breaking and entering a motor vehicle, grand
larceny, 7:30 a.m.
700 Greene St.
Someone took a trailer from a truck.
Estimated value: $1,500
Reporting offi cer: A. Mitchell

--compiled by Katie Jones
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Police hunt suspect in Marine case
Pregnant soldier missing
after filing allegations of
rape against colleague
Mike Baker
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE , N.C.
—The nationwide manhunt
for a Marine wanted in the
brutal slaying of a 20-yearold p r e g n a nt c ol le a g u e
who had acc used h im of
rape foc u sed Su nday on
Louisiana and Texas, after
he was apparently seen at a
bus station.
Witnesses said they saw
Marine Cpl. Cesar Armando
Laurean at a Shreveport,
La., station Saturday night,
Onslow County Sheriff Ed
Brown said. The bus Laurean
was riding was headed to
Texas, but police don’t know
SHELTER ● Continued from 1
regarding an incident last
week when many homeless
people were literally lef t
out in the cold. On a rainy
morning, the bus stopped
by the shelter several times
to t a ke p eople i nto t he
downtown area, then stopped
coming around 7:00 a.m.
“At 7:45, seven cars of

if he continued on that route,
he said.
Br ow n c aut io ne d l at e
Sunday that his detectives
were still working to confirm
the sightings, backing away
f rom e a rl ier a s s u r a nce s
that the witness accounts
were genuine. But he was
conf ident Laurean would
soon be in custody.
“It will be a short trip —
a short vacation — for Mr.
Laurean,” Brown said. “His
vacation may be short, his
travel may be long, but I
hope we’ll be there to help
him return.”
On Saturday, authorities
said t hey recovered what
they believe to be the burned
remains of Marine Lance
Cpl. Maria Lauterbach and
her unborn child from a fire
pit in Laurean’s backyard,
where they suspect he burned
and buried her body.
Those remains have

been sent to t he st ate
medical examiner’s office
in Chapel Hill for a formal
identification.
T h at s a m e d a y, s t at e
authorities issued an arrest
warrant on murder charges
for Laurean, 21, of the Las
Vegas area. They believe
he fled Jacksonville before
dawn Friday after leaving
behind a note in which he
admitted burying her body
but claimed Lauterbach cut
her own throat in a suicide.
Brow n ha s cha l lenged
Lau rea n’s asser t ion t hat
Lauterbach killed herself,
cit ing what he described
a s ev idence of a v iolent
conf rontat ion inside
Laurean’s home — blood
spatters on the ceiling and a
massive amount of blood on
the wall.
Brown said Sunday that
evidence in the case “leads
us to believe that he would

police came and told about
85 people to get out or go
to jail for the day,” said one
man who identified himself
as Tom my. “Old women
on canes had to walk in the
rain.”
“They were left behind
because they got up too late,”
Glover said.
Despite such complaints,
most of t he people who
vocalized an opinion

expressed gratitude.
“The cit y doesn’t have
to do this; people ought to
be grateful Columbia has
a winter shelter,” Leonard
Railey said from a top bunk.
Closing his eyes, he rolled
back over and pulled t he
sheets up to his neck.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gcksprts@mailbox.sc.edu

Left out in the cold
Capacity of Winter Shelter: 250
E st imated homeless popu lat ion i n
Columbia area: 1,091*
Overflow nights this winter: 3
E st imated cost of W i nter Shelter:
$400,000 - $500,000**
Planned Winter Shelter open dates:
November 12 - March 31
Related charity organizations: Salvation
Army, Oliver Gospel Mission, Harvest

Hope Food Bank, Hannah House
Re sident compla i nt s: c rowd i ng,
transportation
* According to 2007 South Carolina
Homeless Count (http://www.schomeless.
org/count07/table3.php): combined totals
from Richland, Lexington Counties
** According to Oct. 8 The State article
“City plans homeless shelter in Vista” (http://
www.thestate.com/508/story/170998.html)

be a dangerous and violent
person if put in a corner.”
“What I’ve seen and what
we’ve discovered indicates
he does have a real heinous
behav ior about h im,” he
said.
Brown has said Lauterbach
purchased a bus ticket to
El Paso, Texas, around the
time of her disappearance,
but said Sunday authorities
are not in possession of the
ticket. Shreveport is roughly
950 m i le s s out hwe s t of
Jacksonville, and is about two
dozen miles from the Texas
state line and more than 800
miles east of El Paso.
Shreveport police Chief
Henry Whitehorn Sr. told
The Associated Press said his
department is working with
the U.S. Marshal’s Service
and other law enforcement
agencies to locate Laurean.
“We don’t know if he is
still in the area,” Whitehorn
said. “We believe it may have
just been a pass through.”
The FBI said Sunday that
Laurean was also wanted on
a federal warrant charging
him with unlawful fl ight to
avoid prosecution. Bureau
spokesman Newsom
Summerlin said that while
investigators don’t have any
reason to believe he’s f led
the country, that remains a
possibility.
Along with the FBI, Brown
said federal Marshals, the
Naval Criminal Investigative
S e r v ic e a nd t he No r t h
Carolina State Bureau of
Investigation are hunting for
Laurean.

SORENSEN ● Continued from 1
him to be involved in the
search and will not have
any input in choosing his
successor. Payne, a fourthyear econom ics st udent ,
said he would be look ing
f or s o me o ne s i m i l a r t o
Sorensen who believes in the
relationship between students
and the administration.
“He has said to me on
more than one occasion that
not hing can get done by
yourself, it has to be a joint
effort,” Payne said.
Adams said Sorensen’s
relationship with students
was one of his best qualities.
“He has had the abilit y
to appreciate the student as
well as anybody I’ve seen,”
Adams said. Adams has been
a member of the Board of
Trustees for 24 years and
worked with four university
presidents.

The Associated Press

Cpl. Cesar Armando Laurean has not been charged with a
crime, but is wanted in connection in Lauterbach’s death.
M e a n w h i l e , s h e r i f f ’s
investigators at the scene are
spending much of their time
on developing evidence, he
said.
“While finding him is a
main concern, t he major
concern is that we continue
the investigation to clearly
f i n d t h e t r u t h i n w h at
happened,” he said.
Lauterbach disappeared
somet ime af ter Dec. 14,
not long after she met with
military prosecutors to talk
about her April allegation
t hat Lau rea n raped her.
Nava l i nvest igators sa id
Saturday the rape case was

progressing and Laurean
had been under a protective
order to st ay away f rom
Lauterbach.
Aut hor it ies received
Laurean’s note about the
pu r p or ted s u ic ide f rom
Laurean’s wife, whom Brown
h a s s a id i s c o op er at i n g
w it h aut hor it ies. Her
family has described her as
“heartbroken.”
L a u t e r b a c h’s m o t h e r
reported her daughter missing
Dec. 19. She had been placed
on “unauthorized absence”
status by the Marine Corps.

To m m y P r e s t o n ,
coordinator of USC
government and community
relations and former student
body president, has worked
with Sorensen for more than
three years.
“It’s a bitter sweet moment
for all of us,” Preston said.
“He’s a model for ever y
s t u d e nt- ad m i n i s t r at or
relationship in the country.”
Preston cited the grade
f o r g i v e n e s s p o l i c y, a n
initiative implemented in
February 2007, as a prime
e x a m p l e o f S o r e n s e n’s
cooperation with student
government.
“He worked with me from
the day I spoke with him in
his office about it to the day
it was implemented,” Preston
said of the initiative student
government had worked on
for more than 15 years.
Payne said Preston had
compiled a six-page list of

i n it iat ives Sorensen had
worked on in conjunction
with student government.
“It’s limitless,” Payne said.
S or e n s e n h i g h l i g ht e d
other accomplishments in
his six-year tenure, such as
the growth of the research
dist rict I n nov ista, shar p
increases in private giving,
the building of the Inn at
USC , establishment of a
Student Success Center and
integration of the university’s
College of Pharmacy with
the pharmacy college at the
Medical University of South
Carolina.
Sorensen expressed
his gratitude to the USC
community for its support
during his tenure, which also
saw the USC student body
grow larger and smarter than
ever before.
“We could not have asked
f or nor b e e n g r a nt e d a
more caring and supportive
communit y. You all have
been consistently gracious
and wonderfully accepting,”
Sorensen said.
Preston sa id Sorensen
would be remembered for
great things.
“He will go down in history
as one of the best presidents
ever,” Preston said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
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McBryde halls avoid demolition
Buildings scheduled for
destruction still standing
after construction snags
Betsy Shrader

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Elise Amendola / The Associated Press

Democratic presidential hopeful, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y., speaks to people
after a town hall meeting campaign event in Columbia, S.C.

Clinton campaigns, speaks
candidly at Columbia College
BET founder, congresswoman, former
governor support former First Lady as
‘best hope for next generation‘
Katie Jones

STAFF WRITER

Senator Hillary Clinton (D-NY) spoke
to a crowd of hundreds Sunday afternoon
at Columbia College. The crowd, ranging
in age groups from infancy to the elderly,
cheered wildly and gave Clinton a standing
ovation as she came out to speak.
Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones,
BET founder and Charlotte Bobcats owner
Bob Johnson and former South Carolina
gover nor R icha rd R i ley a l l spoke on
Clinton’s behalf.
“Hillary Clinton is our best hope for the
next generation,” Tubbs said.
Johnson, a longtime friend of the Clinton
family, spoke of his respect for Sen. Barack
Obama but said he doesn’t feel he is the best
candidate.
“Oba ma prom ises cha nge, E dwa rds
prom ise s cha nge, even M it t Rom ney
promises change,” he said. “But change
takes leadership, and Hillary Clinton will
stand on principles that she believes in.”
He also instructed the crowd not to vote
for a candidate “because they were black,

a woman or named Clinton, but vote for
them because they are the best.”
Johnson mentioned that “the Clintons
were involved in black issues.”
As she did during President Bill Clinton’s
administration, Hillary had a heavy focus
on health care, particularly the uninsured
and the underinsured. She also focused on
making education more affordable.
“We’ve got to make college affordable,”
she said. “It is way beyond the reach for so
many middle class families.”
Clinton proposed raising Pell Grants,
d o i n g a w a y w i t h t h e l e n g t h y Fr e e
Application for Federal Student Aid and
allowing graduates to pay off debt through
doing national service in the Americorps.
Clinton promised to “end the student
loan industry.”
After speaking on issues of health care,
education and the vanishing middle class,
Clinton fielded questions on issues ranging
f rom t he mor tgage cr isis to vetera n’s
benefits to the genocide in Darfur.
Clinton was well-received by the crowd,
earning a standing ovation again as she
exited the stage.
“I think she’s great,” Matthew Cadman,
23, said. “I started out as a Republican and I
voted for Bush. That was a mistake.”
Comments on this story? E-mail sagcknew@
mailbox.sc.edu

McBryde buildings D and
E are no longer being torn
down at the end of January.
The decision that students
would be allowed to stay in
McBryde through the end of
the year came shortly after
the start of winter break.
Residence Hall Director
Christine Alberto explained
why McBr yde isn’t being
torn down this semester in
an e-mail to the 100 male
residents.
“T he T homas Cooper
Library Expansion Project
has been delayed for several
months through May 2008,”
Alberto said.
“They told us that some
ex pa nsion project had
been delayed,” said Gerald
Ligon, a second-year music
education student.
McBryde D and E were
or ig i n a l l y s c he du le d to
close in December and be
demolished at t he end of
January to make room for
a Thomas Cooper Library
expansion that will house
the specialty and rare books
col lec t ions. T he l ibra r y
add it ion w i l l be 4 0,0 0 0
square ft. and cost around
$10 million, according to
the USC Times.
Ben Squires, a first-year
pre-business student, said
students thought they had
to move out before break,
but were then notified they
could stay.
Housing was given
late not if icat ion in early
December that the
construction schedule had
cha nged a nd McBr yde

Lizzy Sheppard / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Sabrina Cusick, a pharmacy student, moves her stuff back
into her third floor room after the long winter break.
might not be torn down. A
definitive answer was not
given until mid-December.
Joe For t u ne, associate
director for housing
administration and
assignments, said Housing
had about a week to contact
every student to ask if they
wanted to stay in the dorms
for the spring semester. The
answer was an overwhelming
yes, Fortune said.
Squires said he and other
students were annoyed by
the change but quickly got
over it.
“ M c Br yd e i s c lo s e t o
ever y t h ing,” Ligon said.
“From knowing all the guys,
I’m happy to stay.”
Students were originally
told McBryde would not be
open in the spring before
the fall semester began.
“ We a c t u a l l y s t a r t e d
not if y i ng st udent s i n
March,” Fortune said.
Students were given two
opt ions. Housi ng wou ld
relocate them to another
dorm or they could opt out
of the housing contract. All
except two students chose to
be relocated to a new dorm.
Most st udent s were
g iven new housing in
West Quad and even some
on t he horseshoe, Ligon

said. Ot hers were simply
moved to other buildings in
McBryde.
“We all had other room
assignments,” Squires said.
“But most decided to stay in
McBryde.”
Some students had already
left town by the time the
decision was made to keep
the dorms open. Students
were allowed to leave their
b elong i ng s i n McBr yde
until Jan. 14.
According to Fort u ne,
when t he call came t hat
McBr yde wou ld rem a i n
open, many st udents and
pa rent s e x pre s sed t hei r
gratitude that they did not
have to move possessions
out.
Pl a n s f o r t h e l ib r a r y
ex pa nsion a nd McBr yde
demolition are expected to
occur after this semester.
McBryde D and E will close
on May 11 and will not be
open to the students in Fall
2008.
Rick Kelly, vice president
and chief financial officer,
was not available for
comment.

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
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In S.C., churchgoers still searching
for a Republican primary candidate
White Christians
undecided days before
Saturday primary
Seanna Adcox
The Associated Press

T he fa it h f u l i n Sout h
Carolina are still looking for
the Republican presidential
candidate who is the answer
to their prayers.
Churchgoers on Sunday
at the Redemption World
Outreach Center in
Greenv ille to t hose who
attended services at the First
Baptist Church in Columbia
gave high marks to the four
GOP candidates who have
spent the most time in the
state — Sen. John McCain
of Arizona, Mitt Romney,
Mike Huckabee and Fred
Thompson.
Huckabee, an ordained
Bapt i st m i n i ster, wou ld
seem like a lock for South
Carolina’s religious voters.
The former A rkansas
governor, who talks openly
about his faith and its tenets,
won the Iowa caucuses based
on st rong s uppor t f rom
evangelicals — eight of 10
who described themselves
as evangelical Christians
backed Huckabee, according
t o a n A s s o c i at e d P r e s s
entrance poll in Iowa.
In South Carolina, where
the GOP votes on Jan. 19,
white evangelicals account
for 53 percent of the state’s
likely Republican voters,
ac c ord i n g t o t he Pe w
Research Center for t he
People & the Press.
Yet, churchgoers remain
divided over their choices.
“This is a hard one. None

of them are real statesmen,”
Barbara Richey, 65, said after
Sunday morning services at
First Presbyterian Church.
“I’d be comfortable with
four of the six of them,” said
Steve Folks, 56. He considers
former New York Mayor
Rudy Giuliani too liberal
on social issues and said he
“just hasn’t connected with”
former Massachusetts Gov.
M it t Rom ne y, w ho i s a
Mormon.
The latest poll showed
McCain with a clear lead over
Huckabee, who had been
the front-runner in most of
the surveys until McCain
won the New Hampshire
primary.
Many churchgoers said
t hey suppor t Huck abee,
in part because he seems
likable. They also cited his
willingness to talk about
religion. Even those who said
they didn’t plan to vote for
him said they expect him to
do well in South Carolina.
“Finally, there’s somebody
who stands for family values
we can t r ust. A nd he’s a
Baptist,” said Amy Dillon,
60, as she headed into First
B a p t i s t C hu r c h , w h i c h
seats about 4,000 people
and broadcasts its services
statewide. Huckabee is her
first choice, but she said she
likes McCain, too.
Lou Stirrat, 79, said she
supports McCain because of
his military experience but
also likes Huckabee because
the candidate emphasizes his
Christianity. “We need to
bring this country back to
square one,” she said.
It’s tougher for Charlie
Mos s. He sa id he’s st i l l
deciding between Huckabee,
Thompson and Rom ney,
someone Moss likes because

of his leadership in business.
Romney is a former venture
capitalist. Moss said he won’t
vote for McCain because he
backed an immigration bill
that would have created a
pathway to citizenship for
most illegal immigrants.
“That took me out of his
camp,” said Moss, 61.
In Greenville, a city in the
northern, more conservative
part of the state, members
of some megachurches were
just as divided.
B o n n i e a n d Wa y n e
Crandell, who traveled to
Greenv i l le f rom nea rby
Fountain Inn for services at
the 4,000-member Christ
C hu rc h Epi s c op a l , s a id
t he y t h i n k Mc Ca i n a nd
Romney should be on the
same ticket, but they’re split
on who should be president.
He favors McCain; she likes
Romney.
“I t hink he has t he
soph ist icat ion to do t he
job,” Bonnie Crandell, 60,
said of Romney. “I think his
background in family politics
and his business acumen
will serve him well in the
White House. And he’s very
diplomatic.”
Debbie Per i n i, of
Greenville, said Huckabee
pique s her i ntere st , but
her husband says he’s not
conservative enough fiscally
or militarily. For now, she
favors McCain.
“ H e ’s a r t i c u l a t e . H e
k nows Washington. He’s
conservative and I believe
he’s pro-life,” said Perini,
who in her late 50s takes care
of her handicapped daughter
and her retired husband.
Mark Beck, who attends
Redempt ion World, said
he hasn’t decided between
Huckabee and Thompson.

Sodexho
Carolina Dining

Welcome Back Students...

Brett Flashnick / The Associated Press

Evangelical voters make their way into worship service at First Presbyterian Church in
Columbia. White Christians account for 53 percent of likely Republican voters.

Rallying on the state steps

Johnna Duncan /

Protesters gathered at the 35th annual Stand Up for Life March and Rally was at
Columbia’s Statehouse Jan. 12. The Johnson County, Kan. district attorney, Phill
Kline, spoke at the rally. Kline filed over 100 criminal charges against Planned
Parenthood of Kansas. The march was led by the Knights of Columbus.

NYT: At least 121 Iraq war veterans
linked to killings in United States
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NEW YORK — At least 121
Iraq and Afghanistan war
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one in the United States after
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New York Times reported
Sunday.
The newspaper sa id it
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Making e veryday a better day
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in A fghanistan, and later
Iraq. That represents an 89
percent increase over the
previous six-year period, the
newspaper said.
About three-quarters of
those homicides involved
Iraq and Afghanistan war
veterans, the newspaper said.
The report did not illuminate
t he ex ac t relat ionsh ip
between those cases and the
121 killings also mentioned
in the report.
The newspaper said its
research involved searching
local news reports, examining
police, court and military
records and inter viewing
defendants, their lawyers and
families, victims’ families and

military and law enforcement
officials.
Defense Depa r t ment
r e p r e s e nt at i ve s d id not
i m med iately re spond to
a telephone message early
Sunday. The Times said the
military agency declined to
comment, saying it could
not reproduce the paper’s
research.
A military spokesman, Lt.
Col. Les Melnyk, questioned
t he report’s premise and
research met hods, t he
newspaper sa id. He sa id
it agg regated crimes
ranging from involuntary
manslaughter to murder, and
he suggested the apparent
i ncrease i n hom icides
involving military personnel
and veterans in the wartime
period might ref lect only
“an increase in awareness of
military service by reporters
since 9/11.”
Neit her t he Pent agon
no r t he f e d e r a l Ju s t ic e
D e p a r t me nt t r ac k s u c h
killings, generally prosecuted
i n st ate c iv i l ia n cou r t s,
according to the Times.
The 121 killings ranged
from shootings and stabbings
to bathtub drownings and
fatal car crashes resulting
from drunken driving, the
newspaper said. All but one of
those implicated was male.
A bout a t h ird of t he
v ict i ms were g i rlf r iends
or relat ives, i nclud i ng a
2-year-old girl slain by her
20-year-old father while he
was recovering from wounds
sustained in Iraq.
A quarter of the victims
were military personnel. One
was stabbed and set on fire
by fellow soldiers a day after
they all returned from Iraq.

The Daily Gamecock ● MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 2008

7

Activists take chilly bath in protest
Students planned to jump in
polluted waters, denied by city
due to health concerns
Sierra Kelly

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students and conservationists from all
over the state participated in a “polar bear
run” on Dec. 8 when they ran in swimsuits
near the Pee Dee River in Greenville in an
attempt to create awareness about pollution
in the rivers.

Student activists sent more than 500
postcards to the state Department of Health
and Environmental Control in an attempt to
prevent the building of the proposed 1,300
megawatt Pee Dee Coal Campus facility
outside Florence.
The plant is expected to dump nine million
tons of carbon dioxide and nearly 140 pounds
of mercury into the overly contaminated Pee
Dee River, according to a news release.
Colin Hagan, a graduate of Furman
University, said with thousands of miles of
rivers and lakes are already contaminated,
South Carolina’s freshwater resources can’t
bear the threat of climate change.
Hagan said the students went into the

water w it h sw imsuits against t he cold
Veasey said students from campuses around
weather. He said students wanted to prove S.C. are taking their fight to state levels to
to elected officials and visiting presidential pass an energy policy to stop pollution of
candidates that South Carolinians care about state rivers.
Sara Tansey, a second-year early childhood
protecting their beautiful natural resources
education student, said the original idea was
from climate change.
Seth Gunning, Southern Energy Network to have people jump into the river. She said
organizer in South Carolina and Georgia, the event had an ironic twist to it because
said the event focused on global climate the city of Greenville turned down permits
change. Gunning said students and large because of unhealthy water.
Tansey said the state relies heavily on
coalitions of people across the state are trying
to stop coal plants and promote renewable coal and the amount of gas that is emitted
from the coal plants is harmf ul to the
energy.
The Campus Climate Challenge, which atmosphere.
The polar bear run event is now activating
is a part of the S.C. Alliance for Sustainable
Campus and Communities, works to bring upcoming events such as “Focus the Nation:
renewable energies to communities, Gunning National Teach-In on Global Warming”
on Jan. 31.In February there is a National
said.
Liz Veasey, Southern Energy Network Campus Energy Challenge, according to a
regional director, said students are building Southern Energy Network Web site.
a lot of power and momentum around the
climate and environment. She said the action
students took with the run raised awareness Comments on this story? E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.
sc.edu
about the issue.

Heide Helbrunn / Greenville News

USC students and others run near the Pee Dee River to bring awareness of water
pollution at the site on Dec. 8, 2007.
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IN OUR OPINION

McBryde confusion
points to uncertainty
After semesters of blueprints and golden visions,
USC is back to the drawing board — again.
Housing notified McBryde residents shortly after
the start of winter break that they would in fact not
have to move out of their dorm. Halls D and E were
scheduled for demolition this semester.
The Thomas Cooper library, set for an expensive
and expansive renovation, hit snags, lurching Housing
into a scramble to undo the mess.
The McBryde incident
The McBryde incident is just another example
f t h e u n i v e r s i t y ’s
is just another example oi nept
it ude at put t i ng
of the university’s together a timeline for
This is, of
ineptitude. construction.
course, in no league with
t he post poning of t he
Towers’ demolition, but it makes the university look
like children building sand castles near the tide.
For all the building going on and proposed for the
future, it is disheartening and alarming that a library
addition, among a new baseball field and honors dorm,
can’t be built on time or within monetary restraints.
Administrators should be chided for not even using
a little bit of thinking in this matter. Before they
decide to build or tear down another building, maybe
someone should slap them and ask them what they’re
thinking.
But we can thank the administration for one thing:
they saved 100 beds from being removed. Housing
and the university cannot afford to tear down any
residences without building new ones first. Students
already have to worry enough about finding housing.
It’s just common sense.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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PLEADING THE FIRST

PETA goes too far in Moncks Corner
Monks take higher road
by avoiding needless
conflict with protestors
Since t he folk s at
PETA are so keen on the
equality of creatures, they
su rely won’t m i nd t h is
reference to the animal
kingdom: They have made
real equine posteriors of
themselves. Again.
Their latest targets were
t he mo n k s of Me pk i n
A b b e y, a C i s t e r c i a n
Tr a p p i s t m o n a s t e r y
i n Mo nc k s C o r ne r.
Since Januar y 2007, the
Problemat ic Endorsers
of Tof u a nd A si n i n it y
harassed the peaceful men
of faith with regard to the
egg-laying operation that
provided their income.
The ch ickens, t hey
claimed, were being
exploited and abused.
I n a v ideo posted
o n P E TA’s We b s i t e ,
amidst grainy black and
white footage of vacantly
clucking chickens, a selfproclaimed “investigator”
hassles monks as they make
their daily rounds in the
henhouse.
“T he way t hese men
of G od act toward H is
creatures flies in the face
of Christian mercy and
compassion for the weak,”

qu ivers t he
na r r ator.
Problem:
The only
t imes Jesus
ment ioned
a n i m a l s he
PAUL
was using
BOWERS
them as
First-year
metaphors for
print
humans. He
journalism
was neit her
student
a literal
shepherd nor
a literal mother hen.
Christ ianit y is a
religion for people, not
for chickens. The way the
video narrator manipulates
Christ’s teachings should
be taken as an affront to
anyone who takes his or
her faith seriously.
The activists criticized
the monks for keeping their
hens in cages, implying
that free-range is the only
humane storage option.
Howe ver, a s Mepk i n’s
Abbot Stanislaus Gumula
ex plained in a Post &
Cou r ier ar t icle, “cages
provide hens protection
from predators, soil-borne
diseases and diseases that
are caused from walking in
litter or waste.”
They have also wrung
their hands over the fact
t hat t he chickens’ beak
tips are clipped, a practice
meant to keep them from

drawing blood when they
peck each other and that
c a n be no le ss pa i n f u l
than human circumcision.
We should be so lucky if
human disarmament was
that easy.
After enduring months
of d i s r upt i ve pr ot e s t s
a nd leg a l ac t ion s , t he
si mple men at Mepk i n
Abbey decided in m idDecember to shut down
t heir hen house. Picket
signs and video cameras,
they decided, have no place
in a cloister intended for
serenity.
The worst part is that
t he Mepk i n op er at ion
complied wit h industr y
standards — a fact PETA
does not dispute. If the
animal lovers genuinely
wa nted to br i ng about
change, why didn’t they
go after a corporation with
real sway in the business?
Because they are cowards.
Rat her t han pursue
their ideological goals in
earnest, they decided to
beleag uer a defenseless
order of holy men whose
stated desire is to be left
alone. The Moncks Corner
coop closing is no victory
f or s el f-r ight e ou s hen
huggers—it is a concession
by wiser men who took the
high road from senseless
conflict.

Newborns should be treated equally
Democratic hopeful shoots
down legislature to end
“live-birth abortions”
A headline caught my eye
during Christmas break
t hat rem i nded me how
far our society has come
on t he issue of life and
how important the 2008
presidential election is.
I n m id -D e c e mb e r,
a lau ndr y worker at
a Brook ly n hospit al
discovered a dead fetus in
the dirty linens. W NBC
r e p or t e d , “ Pol ic e s a id
i n v e s t i g at o r s a r e s t i l l
u nclear whet her t he
fet us was miscarried or
aborted.”
A controversial
procedure known as “livebirth abortion” came to
mind as I read the story.
Two nurses from Christ
Hospital in Oak Law n,
I l l. test if ied before a n
Illinois Senate committee
that they had personally
wit nessed t his pract ice,
which involves dilat ing
a woman’s cervix so that
the fetus either drops out
or is removed alive and
neglected until it dies.
Nu r se A l l ison Ba ker
testified, “I happened to
walk into a soiled utility
room and saw, lying on a
medical counter, a fetus,

naked, exposed and
breathing, moving its arms
and legs.
The fet us
wa s v isibly
alive, and
was gasping
for breath...
I d id w r ap
the fetus and
BRAD LEAKE p l a c e h i m
Fourth-year
in a warmer
political
and for 2-1/2
science
hours he
student
mai nt a i ned
a heartbeat,
and then
finally expired.”
O c c a sion a l ly fet u se s
would fall out of the uterus
du r i ng a n at tempted
abortion or would outright
su r v ive t he abor t ion.
These babies were likewise
set aside, without medical
care, until death.
Republicans in t he
Illinois legislature worked
for four years to outlaw this
inhumane and disturbing
practice with the BornAlive Infants Protection
Act.
Can’t we all agree that
at the moment of birth a
baby is entitled to equal
rights and should be given
medical care? Surely not
even abortion-rights groups
wou ld defend a l low i ng
doctors to stuff live babies
who sur vived a botched

abortion into a closet until
they died.
However, the NAR AL
Pro-Choice A merica
news release labeled
at tempt s to end t h is
gr uesome procedure an
“anti-choice assault” on
wo m e n’s r i g ht s . O n c e
again, the preservation and
advancement of America’s
genocide took center stage
on the NARAL agenda.
One popular politician
played an inst r umental
role in defeating this bill:
Senator Barack Obama.
In 2001 and 2002 as a
member of t he I l l i nois
State Senate, Obama voted
against the bill three times.
By 2003, as a committee
chairman, he was able to
k ill t he bill w it hout so
much as a hearing. Only
in 2005, after he left the
position, was the bill able
to pass.
How shameful it is that
so many college students
support a man who lacks
the moral clarity to declare
that newborns are people
deser v ing of medical
treatment — a man who
worked d i l igent ly a s a
s t at e s e n at or t o a l low
abor t ion ist s to del iver
babies and discard them in
a corner to die alone.

One thing that has always
baffled me is bottled water.
I d o n’t g e t
whatever
phenomenon
makes people
go to the
grocery store
to buy a case
of Dasani or
DARREN
Aquafina and
PRICE
take it home
Second-year
where t here
print
is a perfectly
journalism
good faucet,
student
especially
when the tap
is so much cheaper and more
environmentally friendly.
I just don’t understand the
bottled water fad, particularly
in a world where people
are increasingly concerned
with the environment and
greenhouse gases. For all
t he g r ief env i ron ment a l
act iv ist s g ive compa n ies
about dumping and carbon
emissions, the bottled water
i ndust r y seems largely
ignored, which is befuddling
w h e n y o u c o n s id e r t h e
statistics that mark bottled
water companies with the
scarlet letter of environmental
irresponsibility.
More than 154 billion liters
of bottled water are consumed
each year worldwide, and
the manufacture of bottles
for water in America alone
required 17 million barrels
of oil, releasing 2.5 million
t o n s of c a r b o n d io x id e
into the atmosphere from
manufacture to transport.
Not o n l y do e s b ot t le
production require oil, but
it also reduces the amount
of clean water by more than
is act ually bot t led - one
single PET bottle requires
three liters of clean water to
produce.
Th in k about t hat nex t
t ime you buy a bott le of
Ethos in Starbucks; for every
bottle they produce to help
get children of third-world
countries clean water, they
are act ually tak ing three
liters from them.
Plastic bottles don’t go
away either. In California
alone, more than 1 billion
water bottles will end up in
landfills, as only about 10
percent of water bottles are
recycled.
I n A mer ic a, t here a re
stringent regulations on tap
water that assure that it is
drinkable. In many cases, tap
water is safer than bottled
water, as it is tested more
frequently than its bottled
counterpart.
Perhaps it is the unique
taste of different bottled
waters that makes them so
attractive to consumers. I
mean, drinking Fiji water
and Perrier has to taste better
than out of the tap, when you
consider how much more it
costs. This might not be true
either, as some of the most
popular waters are simply
bottled tap water.
I don’t get t he bot t led
water phenomenon. It’s not
any safer to drink, it tastes
t he s a me a nd it ’s mor e
expensive. Perhaps the one
virtue of bottled water is
convenience. But instead of
buying it by the case, next
time, turn on the faucet; not
only will it be better for your
wallet, but also it’s much
easier on the already ailing
environment.
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In response to
‘Thompson basks in
Southern hospitality’
by Katie Jones

Markustee
Fred Thompson is simply
the best candidate running
for t he Presidenc y, ba r
none. His record is clear, his
principles are unwavering
and his personal ambition
is not running him.
Contrast with Huckabee,
who is campaigning on a
platform of being a very,
very nice guy - unless you
happen to be something
other than Baptist. Well, as
a Baptist church member, I
will tell you - the guy lies.
He spins, he lies and he is
soft. I’d rather have Hillary
t ha n t he Huck ster, a nd
I’d rather drop a bowling
ball on my foot than have
Hillary.
Fred Thompson stays
positive. I hope that some
of t he S out h C a r ol i n a
voters reading t h is w ill
take a good, hard look at
him and realize that he is
the best candidate.

Pastor Dan
A s a conser vat ive
evangelical pastor, I am
conv i nced t hat Fred
Thompson has the right
combination of character,
principles, experience and
courage to lead A merica
at this pivotal time. We
cannot afford to put the
leadership of this nation
in the hands of someone
who ca n’t even keep up
w it h c u r r e nt e v e nt s . I
urge everyone to carefully
rev iew a l l of Senator
T h o m p s o n ’s d e t a i l e d
p o s it io n s t at e me nt s at
w w w.Fred08.com. Then
compare those statements
with his record. No other
candidate on either side of
the aisle comes close.

Rick
As a born-again believer,
I’m thankful that the Lord
gave me the wisdom to see
through a fi ne man who is
a preacher in the South but
holds Northeastern liberal
views on all but 2 issues.
Mr. Huckabee said that
all of us who opposed the
McCain amnesty bill, did
so out of “nat iv ism and
racism.”
I am used to being
falsely accused of racism
by those on the left, but to
be called one by a so-called
conservative bothers me.

In response to
‘Sorensen announces
retirement’ by Brad
Maxwell

scotteebee
Five a nd a ha lf yea r s
is not very long to serve
as a university president.
Sounds like he got vested
i n t he st ate ret i rement
s y s t e m (t a k e s 5 y e a r s)
a nd is ready to receive
another retirement check.
I wouldn’t be surprised if
that was the plan all along.

Katie
I was at USC when
Sorensen a r r ived. He
does a ver y good job of
pretending to care about
students without actually
caring. He’s a liar and I’m
glad he’s leaving.

Brian
Dr. Sorensen was a great
president and he changed
the face of the university
for t he better. He cares
deeply about educat ion
a nd st udent s. A nyone
who ac t ua l ly has had a
c onver s at ion w it h h i m
could testify to this.

jimbo327

This university was not
on anybody’s radar outside
of t he st ate of Sout h
Carolina a few years ago.
As it continues to grow and
thrive nationally, one would
be hard pressed not to give
at least some of that credit
to its president. Good luck,
President Sorensen.

In response to ‘Amero
hold s no v a lue’ b y
Travis Frayard

Bren B.
Honestly, I think that
the “amero” will pan out
to be little more than an
over -hy p ed c on s pi r ac y
t he o r y, s i m i l a r t o t he
“g r a s s y k n o l l ” o r t h e
“ NA SA moon-la nd i ng ”
conspiracies.

Mike
I think it’s rubbish also.
This line in particular:
“The United States has
t he best currenc y. W hy
wou ld we wa nt to mess
it up w it h Mex ican and
Canadian money?”
W hat are you, stupid?
The A merican dollar is
falling fast. W hy would
Mexico or Canada want to
dilute their “money” with
our worthless notes?

In response to
‘ G o v e r n m e nt
dependence needs

to stop’ by Monique
Cunin

Robert Curriden
There is a small thing
here. I don’t know a great
deal about i nsu ra nce,
but I believe t hat t here
is a statistical benefit to
covering birth control for
women.
Pregnancy has its own
set of risks, as well as the
additional costs of paying
f or OB c a r e , a nd t he n
t he coverage of anot her
subscriber, which means
added risk. It would seem to
me that the small amount
of the cost for birth control
could well be preferable to
the risks of pregnancy to
health, and the added costs
for the same.
Maybe a st udy wh ich
surveys the cost of OB care
over a 9 month period, on
average, contrasted against
the cost of birth control for
the same period of time...
In any case, insurance
companies are not generally
r un by st upid people; if
it were in their financial
self-interest, you can rest
assured that they would be
fi nding a way to offset the
cost of birth control. As it
is, their behavior suggests
that it is not in their best
interests to not cover it.
Beyond that, I entirely
ag ree. More personal
responsibility would be a

wonderful thing...

Jolie
WHOA. So you’re saying
t hat bi r t h cont rol isn’t
necessary for health? You
do realize that pregnancy
con st it ute s a M AJOR
health issue, right? That
b i r t h c o nt r ol i s i n no
way a form of preventive
medicine?
Are you saying that birth
cont rol isn’t a necessit y
even for married or
committed couples? That
you can’t have sex within
your lifetime relationship
unless you are okay with it
causing a pregnancy? That
not wanting to have more
c h i ld re n t h a n you c a n
support is irresponsibility?
Are you saying that couples
who don’t want children
in t he f ut ure are no
longer allowed to have an
important form of intimacy
within their relationship,
or that if they don’t want
children they should just be
sterilized (i.e. getting tubes
tied, vasectomy, etc.)?
Because t hose
procedures are considered
birth control, by the way-not just philosophically,
but officially. Official as
in according to medical
professionals.
Oh, and if a girl or woman
wants to take precautions
to prevent pregnancy in the
case of abuse or rape, she’ll
just have to get a chastity

Question of the Week: What issue will you primarily base

your vote on in the coming elections?

Weigh in at

DailyGamecock .com

belt? Or are you simply
under some illusion that
birth control is something
everyone can afford?

Joanne
I wou ld rat her t hey
helped with birth control
t ha n pay for a l l of t he
do c tor ’s v i s it s a nd t he
hospital after the birth.
I am a teacher in an area
high school. My pregnant
st udent s who are on
Medicaid do not pay for
anything, if I understand
correctly. Also, after the
baby is born and as long
as the girl stays in school,
she receive s a mont h ly
check ( I believe arou nd
$300) for “baby expenses.”
If she stays in school, she
continues to receive the
check. So how many girls,
do you think, are actively
trying to pass my class?

cont rol a s a hor mone
regulator primarily, not as
a contraceptive.
On a more callous
note; it c a n somet i me s
make economic sense for
an insurance company to
cover birth control merely
because the costs are far
cheaper than paying the
hospital bills for a child’s
birth, especially if the baby
is unfortunate enough to
have any health defects.
( T h e r at e o f w h i c h i s
higher among unplanned
pregnancies than planned.)

Ken
W h i le I ag ree w it h
t he basic a im of you r
arg ument it ignores t he
quite significant number
of women who use birth

Want to write for Viewpoints?
E-mail us at
sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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While you were out

The Daily Gamecock ● MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 2008

Politics

Sports

Music

11

Entertainment
Status Updates

After a long winter
break, the Daily
Gamecock news
staﬀ catches you
up on everything
notable that
happened in the
world while you
caught up on sleep
and ﬁlled up on
extra servings of
Christmas dinner.

News Feed

Sports and Entertainment Feed

Bhutto assassination
Former Prime Minister of Pakistan Benazir Bhutto was killed Dec. 27 in a shooting and
bombing attack after a campaign rally.
The government of Pakistan determined the force of the blast that caused Bhutto’s head to
strike a metal lever on the sunroof of her SUV to be the cause of her death. Her party, the
Pakistan People’s Party, said she was killed by gunshots fired from a short distance before the
blast — an account seemingly supported by video footage — and that the Pakistani government
was closely involved.
Talks of an international investigation by the United Nations have surfaced and President
Pervez Musharraf has proclaimed any such investigation as unwelcome. Bhutto was the fi rst
woman elected to lead a Muslim state and was a leading opposition candidate in the upcoming
Pakistani general election. The elections have been postponed a month.
Her 19-year-old son, Bilawal Zardari, was named her successor as leader of the party.

Off to the races....
The 2008 Presidential race has officially begun with two states down and 48 to go for 12 presidential hopefuls. The holiday season was a long one
as candidates from both camps campaigned hard in Iowa for support in the first official poll of the race, the Iowa Caucuses.
On Jan. 3, former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee rounded up 34 percent of republican support, leaving former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney
behind with 24 percent and former U.S. senator from Tenn. Fred Thompson and Sen. John McCain from Ariz. tied with 13 percent. Sen. Barack
Obama D-Ill. also pulled a large lead among Democrats with 38 percent. Former U.S. senator from N.C. John Edwards received 30 percent and Sen.
Hillary Clinton D-N.Y. came in a close third with 29 percent.
Candidates then headed to New Hampshire where the tables turned. On Jan. 8, McCain received 37 percent in the republican primary, leaving
Romney behind with 32 percent and Huckabee trailing with 11 percent. Among the Democrats, Hillary took the lead with 39 percent, but Obama
wasn’t far behind with 37 percent. Edwards received 17 percent of the democratic vote.
Romney also had a big win in the Wyoming Republican Caucus on Jan. 5 with 67 percent of the vote. Thompson came in second with 25
percent.

Georgia hiker goes missing
A 24-year-old Georgia hiker, Meredith Emerson, was found dead Tuesday in the
mountains in north Georgia, according to authorities.
Emerson was kidnapped New Year’s Day and kept alive for three day before she was
found beaten to death and decapitated.
Dr. Kris Sperry, Georgia’s chief medical examiner, said she died from blunt force trauma
to the head.
Sixty-one-year-old Gary Michael Hilton is charged with kidnapping with intent of
bodily injury, said Stan Gunter, the Enotah Judicial District Attorney.
Hilton led authorities to where Emerson’s body lay, said John Cagle, an agent with the
Georgia Bureau of Investigation’s Field Division.
Investigators said Hilton, who was detained Friday, had tried to use Emerson’s credit
card, according to his arrest warrant.
According to a warrant, Hilton used a pay phone beside a convenience store where a
bloodstained piece of a car’s seat belt and three bloody fleece tops were found. Hilton also
tried to clean the inside of his 2001 Chevrolet Astro van, which was missing the rear seat
belt.
Hilton is a suspect or a person of interest in five other cases in Georgia, Florida and
North Carolina.
“We are deeply saddened to hear the unfortunate news of Meredith’s death. She was a
wonderful and loving person who did not deserve what happened to her,” friend Caroline
Beavers said in a statement.

Lloyd tapped as new SLED chief
Gov. Mark Sanford nominated Reggie Lloyd Friday to lead the State Law Enforcement Division as SLED chief.
Forty-year-old Lloyd, a former judge and the current U.S. attorney for S.C., would be the first black person to hold
the post.
“If you have proven experience, if you have demonstrated character, all those prerequisites, and you have a chance
to put an African-American in a spot where historically none has walked, it’s important to lift that glass ceiling,”
Sanford said.
Sanford’s appointment needs to be confirmed by the state Senate.
Sanford picked Lloyd over Maj. Mark Keel, who serves as interim chief since Robert Stewart retired in
November.
Although Lloyd has no previous law enforcement experience, he said he believes he can be an effective SLED chief
due to his experience working with federal agencies as a U.S. attorney.
“I’m still in love with public service,” he said of the new position. “I thought about it and prayed about it, and I
thought it’d be a great way to continue to service South Carolina.”

Republican Debate in Myrtle Beach Jan. 10

Writers’ strike disrupts Golden Globes
The Writers Guild of America pushed its 12,000-member strike into unavoidable public discussion
with a serious blow against a television company. The disgruntled scriptwriters forced NBC to
scale back its Golden Globe Awards ceremony —usually an occasion for glamour and emotional
acceptance speeches — to an hour-long news conference.
When WGA members issued a warning that they intended to picket the event, the nominees
opted not to cross the picket line. The strike had already begun to take its toll on the industry, with
networks anxiously shuffling their reruns and many Hollywood companies hemorrhaging money.
The subdued Globes were symptomatic of a season of discontent.
Tensions began mounting last year when Guild writers demanded payment for use of online
content from the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers. Under their old contracts,
writers received about a third of one percent of Web revenues. The writers are negotiating for a more
generous 2.5% cut.

HERE!!! PEACE OUT!!!
3 min ago

Writers Strike is Going
STRONG!
12 min ago

Jamie Lyn Spears is
keeping the baby yall!
1 hour ago

Hillary Clinton is I Love
this country SO Much!
3 hours ago

The SEC is ON TOP!
Radiohead announce US tour
After seeing vast commercial success with their latest album “In Rainbows” early this year, the British
alt-rock innovators who collectively call themselves Radiohead announced their intent to storm the
North American continent.
The critical darlings, who have redefined their image and bent genres since their 1995 breakthrough
release “The Bends,” turned heads last year with an unusual distribution scheme: Eschewing a standard
CD format, they instead made “In Rainbows” available for download through their Web site—at a price
to be named by the buyer.
When the album finally hit U.S. shelves as a physical CD on Jan. 1, it quickly shot to the top of the
Billboard charts, deposing Alicia Keys from the No. 1 spot. Music writers were nearly unanimous in
praising the album, consistently placing it in “Best of 2007” lists. The band has yet to confirm dates and
venues, but their list of city stops includes Charlotte and Atlanta.

7 days ago

Upcoming
Events
MLK Weekend
Jan. 18

RIAA redraws battle lines
The Recording Industry Association of America pressed on in a legal holy war that has not shown signs of reconciliation since the early
days of Napster. Two music listeners—Jeffrey Howell of Scottsdale, Ariz., and Jammie Thomas of Brainerd, Minn.—faced hefty fi nes
from the group late last year for allegedly sharing music files online.
Howell’s court case set a new precedent for the RIAA, which has long pursued cases of willful redistribution. He amassed a collection of
roughly 2,000 music recordings by legal means, purchasing them in the form of CDs. Howell became a criminal, RIAA lawyers claimed,
when he placed the discs in a CD-ROM drive and ripped their content to his hard drive.
The Arizona man’s story was passed through online portals and repeated in blogs, raising the collective ire of music enthusiasts
nationwide. The industry’s legal team later issued a clarification explaining that Howell was charged for saving songs to a shared folder,
where they could potentially be made available on a peer-to-peer network.
Jammie Thomas was found guilty of distributing and downloading songs on the illegal file sharing Web site Kazaa and ordered to pay
for damages to several record companies including Sony BMG, Interscope and Capitol. She will have to foot a hefty bill of $220,000, or
$9,250 apiece for 24 songs.

Cory Boyd selected for East-West Shrine Game
On Dec. 13, senior running back Cory Boyd was added to the East’s roster for the EastWest Shrine Game. This is the 83rd annual East-West game which features top seniors
from colleges all over the country.
The Shrine Game is being played this year at the University of Houston on Saturday,
Jan. 19. The game serves as an opportunity for seniors to showcase their talents for NFL
scouts one last time before the draft.
Boyd was selected to play for the East team after fi nishing the 2007 season with 903
rushing yards and 9 touchdowns.

Two Carolina Baseball Players Named to Preseason All-American Team
On Dec. 25, the number two ranked Gamecocks had two players named preseason All-Americans after junior third baseman James
Darnell and junior first baseman Justin Smoak were both named to the second team 2008 Louisville Slugger Preseason All-American
team last month. Smoak was a third team All-American last season after batting .315 with 22 HR and 72 RBI. Darnell was a second team
All-SEC selection after leading the team with a .331 batting average and hitting 19 HR and 63 RBI last season.

LSU Cruises by Ohio State in the BCS National Championship Game
The LSU Tigers became the first two-loss team to win a BCS title after
defeating the Ohio State Buckeyes 38-24 on January 7. The Tigers are the
first team to win two national titles since the inception of the BCS 10 years
ago. Ohio State jumped out to a 10-0 lead in the 1st quarter, but the Tigers
responded by scoring 31 straight points on the Buckeyes. LSU was led by
senior quarterback Matt Flynn who threw 4 touchdown passes in his last game
as a Tiger. This is the second straight season that Ohio State has lost in the title
game to an SEC opponent, after losing 41-14 to Florida last year.

Compiled by Brad Maxwell, Liz Segrist, Paul Bowers, Colin Jones, Kieth Lockleare
Photos Courtesy of Juan Blas and the Associated Press

Since 1980, the South Carolina Primary winner goes on to win the GOP nomination.

Sorensen is OUTTA

Republican Primary
Jan. 19
Democratic Primary
Jan. 26
100th Anniversary of
The Daily Gamecock
&
Organization fair
Jan. 30
Valentine’s Day
Feb. 14
Spring Break
Not soon enough
March 10-16
Last day of Classes
April 28

Every revolution was first a thought in one man’s mind; and
when the same thought occurs to another man, it is the key to that
era.
— Ralph Waldo Emerson
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No Country
for Old Men

ZODIAC

2

David Fincher (“Fight Club”) proves his capability as a
mature director in this chilling criminal procedural about
the unsolved Zodiac killings of the late 1960s.
Wo r k i n g f r o m a
screenplay by Ja mes
Vanderbilt and adapted
from a true-crime novel
by Robert Graysmith, this
sprawling, intricate work
succinctly dissects multiple
aspects of the case from
the perspective of several
individuals who become
obsessed with solving the
murders.
Obsessively constructed
to reflect both large arrays
of facts and a slow-burn
dramatic arc, “Zodiac” is a
stunning achievement.

1

In the distinct 23-year feature fi lm career of the writer/
director/producer team the Coen brothers (Fargo) no film
has felt as solidly crafted and deeply contemplative as “No
Country”.
It’s superbly adapted from a novel by Cormac McCarthy,
capturing the source’s rhythmic and sparse prose while
maintaining its
powerful and
provocative allegory.
Javier Bardem terrifies
and Tommy Lee Jones
g ives a ca reer-best
performance.
“No Count r y”
beg ins as a wellmade and constantly
enter t a i n i ng ch a se
thriller, but gradually
strips itself bare and
becomes a quiet
meditat ion on fate,
Sean Penn’s film about the life of young Christopher
chance, violence and
McCandless is like some kind of poem by Emerson or
the f utilit y to work
Thoreau.
against such forces.
It is at once a celebration of the possibilities of life and
a cautionary tale of the whimsical nature of youth. Young
Emile Hirsch transforms himself, embodying not only a
man but an idea — a will to escape reality.
Penn’s bittersweet exploration of this man and the world
he traverses makes it clear that life is about living.

10

Into the Wild

FILMS

10

Top

3

The Assassination of
Jesse James by the
Coward Robert Ford

Writer/director Andrew Dominik makes the most poetic
Western in at least a decade. Brad Pitt’s embodiment of
Jesse James is haunting and Casey Aff leck is revelatory
as predator Robert Ford. It broods and hypnotizes with
gorgeous cinematography. Both literary and operatic, it is a
sinking and powerful elegy on the fractured spirit of the lost
American West; a love song for a lost genre and an artful
exploratory character study.

once

4

One man’s aching, love-torn
s o n g d r a w s a h e a r t- b r o k e n
immigrant to befriend him in
modern-day Dublin. What follows
in John Carney’s sumptuous fi lm
is a transcendent love letter to the
human spirit; two people mending their souls through the
power of writing and performing music. Not only the best
soundtrack of any musically-inclined film this year, “Once”
proudly wears its heart on its sleeve and becomes something
of a beautiful gift.

I’m Not

5

There

Todd H ay ne s rei nvent s t he
musical biography picture with his
multi-faceted look at the life and
times of Bob Dylan.
Casting six people as different
embodiments of Dylan’s life and
music, Haynes additionally fuses
different filmmaking st yles and
different inf luences throughout,
echoing the technique of various
American and European filmmakers
of the film’s time period.
Something between a rock opera
and a dreamscape, “I’m Not There”
begs us to examine the idea of the
artist as both everyone and no one.

of 2007

If you can say anything about
movies last year, it’s that just
about everyone found something
to love. From action (“The Bourne
Ultimatum”) to teen comedy
(“Superbad”), and from big
Broadway musicals (“Hairspray”)
to violent thrillers (“No Country for
Old Men”), the best movies from
2007 were united under a common
principle: visionary writers and
directors creating some of the
most solid, varied and interesting
work in several years. Here are my
choices for the ten best films from
last year.
By Jim Gilmore

EASTERN
PROMISES

6

Follow ing h is 20 05 “A
H i s t o r y o f V i o l e n c e ,”
director David Cronenberg
delve s i nto t he Ru s sia n
mafia’s presence in London
with this visceral, brutal and
thrilling crime drama.
Viggo Mortensen
gives career-best work as
intimidating and enigmatic
hitman Nikolai. In one of the
most intensely orchestrated
ac t ion sequence s of t he
y e a r, h e e x p l o d e s w it h
mesmerizing violent force in
a steam house knife fight, a
summation of the gripping
power of the film.

Knocked Up

9

Few comedies this year were both as joyful and enjoyable
as writer/director Judd Apatow’s “Knocked Up.”
The film strives to find emotional satisfaction in a sex
comedy, and succeeds admirably. Using improvisation and a
keen ear for dialogue,
Apatow transforms his
ensemble into a glowing
band of misfits.
He’s out to rediscover
the sex comedy genre,
making it more adult
and more focused
by showing the love
beneath the jokes.

Michael Clayton

8

Tony Gilroy is perhaps best known as the screenwriter of
the Bourne fi lms, but in this law drama about a corporate
fi xer who takes morality into
his own hands, Gilroy dips
his film in shades of classic
1970s filmmaking.
Featuring an impeccable
cast including George
Clooney and a truly
spectacular Tom Wilkinson,
“M ic h ael C l ay ton” i s
spellbinding entertainment;
a dialogue-laden, characterdriven drama expertly crafted
and executed.

No End in Sight

7

The best and most fully
penet rat ing documentar y
on t he I raq wa r to date.
Wr it er/d i re c tor C h a rle s
Ferguson does a simple yet
effective thing — letting his
interviewees and his footage
speak for itself.
No M ichael Mooreesque manipulative stunts
penetrate this work. Rather,
it is mature and thoughtful,
taking the form of a political
e s say, de velopi ng t he se s
a nd ex pa ndi ng it s poi nt s
throughout to become a wellstructured and incisive indictment of political misguidance.
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Spears gossip swells
Britney, Jamie continue to fill headlines
with ever increasing stories of scandal
Lisa Delp

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Jamie Lynn Spears, 16, of Nickelodeon’s
“Zoey 101” has been in t he headlines
over winter break due to an unexpected
pregnancy.
On Dec. 18, 2007, it was announced that
she was pregnant with Casey Aldridge’s
child. Aldridge, 18, and Spears had been
dating for a long time before the pregnancy;
they met in church and dated during high
school although she recently reported that
she did not have a steady boyfriend.
Spears, who is 12 weeks pregnant,
says she wants to keep the baby and raise it
in Louisiana, where she was brought up.
Her popular television show “Zoey 101”
is still scheduled to air its fourth season
in February. This will be the fi nal season
of the series and fi lming has already been
completed.
Also in the headlines over break was
Britney’s custody standoff. She refused to
give her children to her ex-husband Kevin
Federline; instead, she locked herself in a
room with one of her two children. The
police, who were called by a court-appointed
child monitor, said that Britney was under
the inf luence of an unk nown substance
and was rushed to the Cedar-Sinai Medical
Center for a 72-hour mental evaluation.
While Britney was in the hospital
Dr. Phil went to visit her due to a request
from the Spears family. After Dr. Phil left

“I didn’t have one.”
he upset the Spears’ clan when he made a
comment to Entertainment Tonight about
how Britney and her family were doing.
When the family invited him, they wanted
the visit to be private and did not want him
to make public statements about it.
While Britney was in the hospital
she tested free of any illegal drugs and
alcohol and was allowed to leave before her
72 hours were up. Doctors release patients
early if they feel the patients no longer need
evaluation or treatment.
Even though Britney tested free
of any drugs, LAPD officers still issued a
temporary restraining order against her due
to her custody standoff. The restraining
order will be held for at least five days.
Britney cannot come within 100 feet of
Federline. I n addit ion Brit ney lost all
visitation rights with her two sons Preston,
2, and Jayden, 1, on January 4. Britney and
Kevin’s next custody hearing will be on
January 14 and the situation will be looked
at again.
Until then, Britney will probably
be trying to keep herself busy. So far, she
went on a trip to Mexico with a few friends.
When she went to Palm Desert she drove
around in her car, ended up with a flat tire
and her car was impounded.
With Jamie Lynn dealing with her
pregnancy and Britney struggling to get
her life back on track, the Spears family
looks like it will continue to be on the front
covers of supermarket tabloids and celebrity
magazines.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu

- Maurice Phillips,
second-year civil
engineering student

“I didn’t have one.”
- Parker Bush, first-year
computer engineering student

“Quit smoking.”
- Kristina Van Brunt,
second-year international
relations student

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
What will you do to make yourself better this year?

“To not gain weight.”

“I didn’t have one.”

- Elizabeth Layne, first-year
history student

- Jessica Gourdine, fourthyear nursing student

“Work out more.”
- Jackie Kress, second-year
organizational communications
student

Lionel Hahn / The Associated Press

Jamie Lynn Spears attends the Us Weekly’s Hot Hollywood party in Los Angeles in
September. Spears and her sister have been in the headlines a lot lately.
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$15 haircut &
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Ty TV needs makeover
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition has new homes, same sob stories

Special to The Daily Gamecock

Tom Hanks stars as Charlie Wilson alongside Julia Roberts and Phillip Seymour
Hoffman.

‘Wilson’s War’ shines
with complex charm
Despite historical
inaccuracies, ﬁlm
captures Cold war
Thomas Maluck

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

“Charlie Wilson’s War”
★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
The halls of Congress are
used for voting. Everywhere
else is a site for brokering
deals, which representatives
like Charlie Wilson manage
a l l t he t i me. I f on ly he
could get his colleagues to
pay closer attention to who
they’re dealing with.
“Charlie Wilson’s War”
plays with the biographies
of real people who had an
uncommon impact on world
e vent s for a t i me. Tom
Hanks plays Wilson, who
ably plays within range as a
charming Texas politician,

and against t y pe as a
whiskey-dousing advocate
for removing Communists
from Afghanistan. Wilson
stays sharp to news about the
Middle East, and when the
Soviets occupy Afghanistan,
he makes it his personal
mission to fund resistance
efforts there.
Joanne Herring,played by
Julia Roberts, encourages
h i m a l o n g a s a Te x a s
socialite who helps make
connections.
A aron Sork i n of “The
West Wing” fame did the
screenplay, and, like in his
past political dramedy, the
good guys are personally
f lawed but professionally
brilliant. Wilson is kept in
moral check by Herring,
though his assistant (played
by Amy Adams) is a strong
behind-the-scenes influence
to o, a s wel l a s a b et t er
performance.

There is a f unny scene
where Wilson has to balance
two different meetings in his
office, one about investigators
possibly bust ing him for
drug use and the other with a
CIA official about funneling
resources through Pakistan
to arm Afghan refugees.
The CIA official is Gust
Avrakotos, played superbly by
Phillip Seymour Hoffman.
Where Hanks and Roberts
s e em t o put on ac c ent s
and act casual, Hoffman is
given free license to stir up
laughter and anxiety in every
other line.
Fo r w h a t i t ’s w o r t h ,
“Charlie Wilson’s War” is an
entertaining interpretation
of Cold War maneuvering
s e r v e d w i t h w i t . I t ’s
disheartening, though, to
see the story make the same
f u m b le of c o m m it me nt
Congress did.

The most sickening
show on television has no
violence or sex. The most
sickening show on television
has no language or drug use.
The most sickening show
on television is, in fact, a
show based upon charity,
hope and compassion for
others.
The most sickening show
on television
i s , w it h o u t
a doubt,
“Extreme
Makeover:
H o m e
Edition.”
The basic T H O M A S
prem ise for MOORE
t h e s h o w Third-year
i s t h a t t h e English
E x t r e m e student
Makeover team is sent a
pool of applicants whose
houses are in shambles, be
it the result of mortgage
issues, pest infestat ion,
simple povert y or ot her
woeful circumstance. Then
they begin remodeling or
completely rebuilding the
family’s house.
What bothers me is that
t he show ham-handedly
pa nders to t he easily
solicited tears of the average,
God-fearing, charity-loving
American. In other words,
it’s easy entertainment. The
show has a formula that
is continuously recycled,
and the only variable is the
family provided. In essence,
the show is free of any actual

creative responsibilities that
a qualit y television show
shou ld ma i nt a i n. I n a l l
fairness, I will say that the
new houses the net work
prov ides ca n get pret t y
snazzy, so at least creativity
enters into play at some
point in the show.
“ E x t reme M a k e over :
Home Edition” is also a
member of the new breed
of advert isement-f ueled
enter t a i n ment . A l mo st
nothing is more repulsive
t han product placement
i n enter t a i n ment. T h is
s p e c i f ic s how f e at u r e s
tools provided by Sears,
Craftsman and Kenmore,
as well as air travel provided
by Southwest Airlines.
Host Ty Pennington’s
trips to the local Sears offer
the company a wonderful
m a r k e t o p p o r t u n i t y.
From a marketer’s point
o f v i e w, i t a l l o w s t h e
u nw it t i ng con su mer to
see t he clea n l i ness a nd
organization of the store,
the pleasant nature of the
employee s , a s wel l t he
store’s wide selection of
goods. A nd do not think
Sears has overlooked this
opport u n it y. W hat t h is
means for t he v iewer is
t h at h i s enter t a i n ment
is delivered by a
corporation. Though ads
can often be entertaining,
t he const r uct ion of
entertainment specifically
for t he promot ion of
products seriously threatens

Killer with a heart of gold
Showtime’s ‘Dexter’ comes to DVD, brings serial killer home
Mary Pina

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

sadillas,
Whe n you com bine burritos, que
r favorite
you
h
salads, tacos and more wit
ther burrito
ano
t
tunes, we’re more tha n jus
ood .
orh
ghb
nei
pla ce, we’re part of you r
Welco me to Moe’s.

THIS IS A

“Dexter” is the kind of show that takes an
eye for an eye, and bone saw for bone saw to
the literal truth.
The Showtime series is a series based off
of books by Jeff Lindsay. Currently there
are three books out by Lindsay and two
seasons of “Dexter.” Dexter is played by
Michael C. Hall, who also starred in “Six
Feet Under.”
Dexter Morgan is a serial killer who kills
other serial killers. He was raised in foster
care by a cop, Harry, who found Dexter at a
crime scene. Harry starts to realize Dexter
isn’t a normal child and basically schools
him in the art of murdering without getting
caught.
He adheres to a strict code of “morals”
pertaining to his victims and never kills to
kill; all of his victims are murderers, rapists
and just general sickos.
This show is one of the most interesting
shows on television to date. Not only does it
have the great talent of Hall, but the other
cast members add a great touch.
Set in Miami, the series is bright in color,
contrasting the dark sides of Dexter. No
one knows he is a serial killer, not even his
girlfriend, Rita Bennett.
The “Dexter” season one DVD is out.
The DVD itself is very simple without a lot
of extra frills, but with a show as good as
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this, it doesn’t need them.
Season one revolves around a serial killer
called the Ice Truck Killer. The Ice Truck
Killer dismembers his prostitute victims
and leaves them in neat little bloodless
packages. Dexter and the Ice Truck Killer
play a murderous version of cat and mouse
throughout the series.
Season two, which ended Dec. 16, follows
Dexter’s trials and tribulations as a serial
killer.
He begins fighting the urge the kill.
Prompted by his girlfriend Rita, who thinks
he has a drug abuse problem, Dexter even
goes to Narcotics Anonymous for support.
All the while, no one knows he is a serial
killer.
The plot thickens in season two when
people diving in the waters of Miami find
Dexter’s dumping site. The season is a nail
bitter, and it keeps one in such suspense.
“Dexter” is one of those series that makes
you want to get the DVD, buy the books
and read them while you wait for the next
season. For all the fans out there, “Dexter”
is already going to be syndicated. It will
premier on CBS Sunday, Feb. 17, at 10:00
p.m., according to Showtime’s Web site.
According to E! News online, Showtime
President Robert Greenblatt has renewed
“Dexter” for a third season.
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t he art ist ic integ rit y of
entertainment as a whole.
Perhaps most sickening of
all to me is Pennington. His
frosted tips and constant
ent hu sia sm d ist u rb me
greatly. I have always had
a skept ic i sm of p e ople
whom I never see upset,
and this skepticism extends
to Pennington. He’s just
too happy. There must be
somet h i ng w rong w it h
him.
Pennington’s main role is
that of principal tear-jerker.
He bonds with the families,
discovering their interests,
sympathizing with their
plights, establishing what
the audience is supposed
to p erceive a s genu i ne
emotional bonds. It’s not
that these behaviors aren’t
admirable, but they come
off as very sterile, overly
produced and ultimately
unbelievable. It really makes
me want to believe that he’s
a total prick off-camera.
The i nteg rat ion of
laz y c reat ion met hod s,
produc t placement a nd
a f r i g ht e n i n g l y (a n d
suspiciously) overe nt hu s i a s t ic ho s t w it h
s t up id l y blu nt ap p e a l s
to pure gut reaction and
A merican sent iment
ultimately leaves me feeling
ill. More importantly, I’m
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t w h at
t he p opu la r it y of s uc h
a m i nd le s s show cou ld
mea n for t he f ut u re of
entertainment as a whole.
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the scene
Today
WHAT WOULD JESUS BUY?:
7 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre
937 Main St.

15

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette/ The Daily Gamecock

USC

“What Would Jesus Buy?”

EURO MOTO CLUB
8 p.m.
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
CHRISTIN OWENS DOCTORAL
VOICE RECITAL
5:30 p.m.
USC School of Music, 813
Assembly St.
INTERROGATION AND
TORTURE IN U.S. POLICY:
HOW FAR DO YOU GO?
3 p.m.
Lu mpk i n Aud itor iu m i n
D a rl a Mo ore S c ho ol of
Business Building

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

Tuesday
THE LADYKILLERS, COURIER
9 p.m., $5, Headliners
700 Gervais St.
S H A L L O W PA L A C E , T H E
WINTER SOUND, SKI CLUB,
MEL WASHINGTON BAND,
GRAYSON VENTERS
7 p.m., $5-over 21, $7-under
New Brookland Tavern, 122
State St.

Welcome to Falling Rock National Park ◆ By Josh Shalek

VERSE WORKS: POETRY OPEN
MIC
8:30 p.m.
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

1/14/08

HOROSCOPES
Aries Don’t be dissuaded
by an authority figure who
thinks you can’t accomplish
your goal. This is actually
a t e s t t o s e e i f y o u’r e
strong enough to persist.
You c a n, a nd you w i l l.
Taurus It’s not a very good
day to travel, but it’s pretty
good for business. Follow
through and make deals over
the phone, mail or e-mail
instead. You could get used
to this. Friends come to your
rescue, just in the nick of
time. They can accomplish
more in a minute than you
have in many years in their
areas of expert ise. Give
t hem abu nda nt t ha n k s.
Cancer A rather demanding
older person has a new
assignment for you. Don’t
be af r a id, you c a n r ise
to t he c h a l lenge. P u sh

yourself past your old limits.
Leo OK, the coast is clear
ag a i n. Ever y t h i ng is
forgiven. K iss and make
up and promise to never
do foolish t hings again.
It’s impossible, of course,
but it’s nice to hear. With
prac t ice, it get s ea sier.
V ir g o Pla ns seem to be
st y m ied by i nsuf f icient
funds. Don’t give up, if this is
an important purchase. Save,
scrimp, take on an extra
job. Toys are not included
i n t h is aut hor izat ion.
Libra Your partner, at fi rst,
doesn’t go along w it h a
household suggestion. Don’t
be dismayed, a compromise
can be found. Try out new
ideas until something clicks.
Scorpio The work is intense,
but profitable. This job is not
going to be easy. Give it your

full attention. There are
dangers that must be avoided.
S a g i t t ar iu s Ever y t h i ng
looks easy again. Your luck
has improved. Your self
confidence is warranted.
Begin something
impressive. Take a risk.
Capricorn As you’re looking
for resources, don’t forget
to check your own closets.
Yo u m a y a l r e a d y h a v e
most of what you need.
Aquarius Friends come to you
with questions you can help
them answer. Show them
how to look up the facts, so
they won’t be too dependent.
You have other things to do.
Pisces Money’s com ing
your way, and not a moment
too soon. Accept it without
the slightest twinge of guilt.
You’ve more than earned it.

Come and see

what Living and Learning Communities are all about!
http://www.housing.sc.edu/rsl/rescom.html
ACROSS
1 Arsenal stash
5 Buzz off!
10 Aberdonian
14 Table extension
15 Singer Abdul
16 Magnetic recording
17 About average
20 __-do-well
21 Dada artist Jean
22 Policeman
26 Double-crosser
30 Thins out
31 Vetoed
32 Civil wrong
33 Kentucky
frontiersman of note
34 Shooter missile
35 What you'd expect
39 Gabor sister

1/14/08

1 2 3 4

41 Charged particle

4 Wide of the mark

36 Holy places

42 Carrot or beet,

5 Indulgent ﬂings

37 Inappropriate

essentially

6 Supply food

38 Gets off track

45 Permit supplier

and service

39 North Pole worker?

47 Spanish sheep

7 German

40 Seven for Cato

49 More violent

industrial region

43 Hydrogen's

50 Green garnish

8 Tankard ﬁll

number

51 Consumed

9 Popular pasta

44 Plaything

52 Ungentlemanly

10 Dim-witted

46 Blackboard tool

fellows

11 Tram unit

47 Drive crazy

53 Been there, done

12 Wife of Saturn

48 Once, once

that

13 Jersey, for short

50 Not as vibrant

61 Land of shamrocks

18 As soon as

52 __ Cola

62 French

19 Speaks pompously

53 Sawbuck

secondary school

22 Make a choice

54 Step on it!

63 "Quando rapita

23 To's companion

55 Remarkable time

in estasi," e.g.

24 Incinerator

56 Storm center

64 Close at hand

25 Keen on

57 Horse chow

65 Hunger (for)

26 Rose protector

58 High dudgeon

66 Reaction to a pinch

27 Planting layer

59 Zero

DOWN

28 Be in debt

60 Discontinuity

1 Mont Blanc, for one

29 Genetic

2 __ culpa (Sorry

material

'bout that)

31 Extreme lethargy

3 Besmirch

33 Prickly plant
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Tennessee sweeps USC
Second-ranked
Lady Vols blow
past Gamecocks
Alex Riley

SPORTS EDITOR

The conf ines of t he
Colon ia l Center were
t ra nsfor med on Su nday
a f ter no on a s t he home
court for South Carolina
took on a Rocky Top feel.
Nearly half of the fans
i n t he a ren a were clad
in orange to support the
No. 2 Tennessee women’s
basketball team and many
more were in attendance
to get a glance at the Lady
Vo l s ’ j u n i o r s e n s at i o n
forward Candace Parker.
“We have to thank them.
Thank you for coming,”
sa id USC center I l lona
Burgova. “It was very nice
to see the Colonial Center
almost f illed up. It was
great. I think the freshmen
enjoyed it. They were kind
of maybe scared a little bit,
but I think all of us enjoyed
it actually.”
The unwelcoming feeling
carried over to the court as
the Gamecocks fell 71-48
to the Lady Volunteers and
opened SEC play with an
0-2 record for the fourth
straight season.
Ten ne s s e e (15-1, 2- 0

SE C ) r a n out t o a 9 - 0
lead to start the game as
Carolina (11-6, 0-2 SEC)
fi nally scored on a Brionna
Dicker son ju mper w it h
four minutes gone by in
the fi rst half.
In the fi rst half, Carolina
ma naged ju st 14 poi nt s
on 6 - of-20 shoot i ng a s
Tennessee cruised to a 3714 lead.
The biggest reason for
t h e d e f i c it c a m e f r o m
Ca rol i na’s 18 f i r st ha lf
turnovers which led to 26
points for Tennessee.
“ T h at ’s a t y p ic a l
Te n ne s s e e t e a m . T he y
create a lot of offense with
their defense,” said USC
c o a c h S u s a n Wa l v i u s .
“They’re very athletic, very
big a nd ver y agg ressive
defensive team.”
The Gamecocks buckled
down at t he start of t he
second half, opening with
a 6-0 run to get within 17
points of t he defending
nat ional champions.
Carolina attempted to chip
away throughout the second
half pulling to within 17
two other times.
Burgova, who had team
highs of 16 points and 13
rebou nds, h it a ju mper
and got fouled with 11:44
rema i n i ng to ma ke t he
score 46-29.
A f t er she m i s sed t he
ensuing free throw
Ca rol i na cou ld f i nd no
answer to Tennessee who
pu shed t hei r adva nt age

back over 20 points and
kept it there the remainder
of the game.
Parker finished with 15
points while guard Shannon
Bobbitt went 7-of-10 from
the field for a game high 20
points.
T he Vols f i n ished by
forc i ng 30 G a mecock
turnovers and grabbed 18
steals in the game.
“Any time you turn the
ball over its got a negative
i mp ac t ,” Wa l v iu s s a id .
“Some of our t urnovers
today were careless
turnovers. Just airing the
ball out against a very good
team. Our team knows they
can’t do that.”
De spite t he absence
of Lakesha Tolliver, t he
Gamecocks were able to
win the battle on the boards
as the team beat Tennessee
for rebounds 41-33 in spite
of the Lady Vols’ height
advantage in the paint.
To l l i v e r h a s a n
undisclosed illness .
“You saw at times today
shots would go up and our
kids would clear the paint,”
Walvius said. “They would
do a g r e at job g e t t i n g
positions for rebounding.
They’ve done a great job
i n t h at a re a a nd t h at ’s
important because we need
those possessions.”

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Brett Flashnick / The Associated Press

USC guard Brionna Dickerson looks for an outlet through the Tennessee double-team.

Men’s team falls to
0-2 to open SEC
competition
Ty Ziegler

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC coach Dave Odom’s
Gamecocks entered
Sat u rday n ight’s contest
with the No. 8 Volunteers
of Tennessee as underdogs.
The Volunteers lived up to
the hype as they defeated
South Carolina 80-56.
Ten nessee opened t he
game with 11 straight points
and would never look back.
The Gamecocks would not
score their fi rst basket until
the 16:15 mark in the first
half.
“We came out of the gates
slow, they came out of the
gates fast,” Odom said.
Sout h Carolina kept
it close in t he f irst half,
entering t he second half
dow n 43 -35. Te n ne s s e e
burned the Gamecocks to
st a r t t he second ha lf by
going on a 20-3 run.
“I never dreamt we would
come out of the locker room
so f lat in the second half
offensively. That just floored
me,” Odom said. “That was
just a poor performance, it
really was. That poured over
to our defense and we just
gradually lost enthusiasm as
we went along”
Carolina shot 33 percent
from the field in the second
half. They hit only one of
11 3-pointers in the half.
Ten nessee was able to
out-rebound the Gamecocks
43 -31. T h e y n o t o n l y
dominated the boards, but
they were able to get plenty
of shots under the basket.
The Volunteers’ offensive
rebounding led to 17 secondchance points, along with 34
points made in the paint.
Tennessee senior guard
JaJu a n Sm it h had a n
excellent game. He scored
15 points in only 25 minutes,
with three steals and a teamhigh eight rebounds.
Sophomore guard
D e v a n D ow ne y le d t he
Gamecocks with a gamehigh 24 points. Sophomore

Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC guard Devan Downey scored 24 points but Carolina
fell to No. 8 Tennessee 80-56 for their second SEC loss.
forward Dominique Archie,
Downey and junior guard
Zam Fredrick (all scoring in
double figures), made up 82
percent of South Carolina’s
scoring alone.
Downey is fourth in the
SEC in scoring at 19.1 points
per game.
“One player can’t be fi ve
players on any given night,”
A r c h i e s a i d . “ We n e e d
everybody stepping up on
offense.”
South Carolina appeared
to be at a sig n if ica nt
d isadva nt age w it h t hei r
depth. They were outscored
28 to 5 in points of f t he
b e n c h . N o Vo l u n t e e r
registered more t han
28 minutes on the court,
while Downey and Fredrick
played 38 and 34 minutes
respectively.
Tu r n o v e r s p l a g u e d
Carolina t hroughout t he
ga me. The 17 t u r novers
by the Gamecocks were a
season high. More t han
h a l f of t ho s e t u r nover s

were results of steals by the
Volunteers due to sloppy
ball handling and passing
by USC.
“When you turn the ball
over as much as we did, you
get out-rebounded, you give
up as many inside baskets
as we give up,” Odom said.
“And we didn’t get any help
from our post guys outside
of Dominique (Archie).”
Sophomore G a mecock
guard Brandis Raley-Ross,
who entered t he g a me
leading the nation in threepoint shooting at 65 percent,
was ineffective. He played
17 minutes and missed all
four shots he took including
a n 0 -for-2 p er for m a nce
from behind the arc.
Up next, South Carolina
travels to Little Rock, Ark.,
to take on the Razorbacks.
Tip-off is scheduled for 8:05
p.m Wednesday.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Women’s Basketball

Men’s Basketball

UConn 93, South Carolina 39

Baylor 92, South Carolina 84

In the 97-39 defeat, Ilona Burgova’s 11 points weren’t enough as the No. 2
Huskies took a quick 8-0 lead and cruised the rest of the way, forcing USC into
committing 23 turnovers and a shooting percentage of 21 percent from the
floor.

Carolina had a 20-point first half lead but allowed it to slip away, as Baylor
tacked on a 15-point lead in the second half and held on to it for the win. Devan
Downey and Brandis Raley-Ross had 18 points to lead the team in the opening
game of a five game home stand.

South Carolina 88, Alabama A&M 41

South Carolina 85, College of Charleston 82

The Gamecocks quickly rebounded by taking out their frustrations on Alabama
A&M as Carolina rolled to an 88-41 win and an 8-3 overall record. Sharpshooting Jordan Jones led the Gamecocks, as the freshman hit a career high six
3-pointers in the rout.

Zam Fredrick hit five 3-pointers in the second half to spark a comeback win
against the College of Charleston Cougars. Downey scored the game-winning
3-pointer with two seconds left. Fredrick led the team with 21 points and all five
Gamecock starters scored in double figures.

Oklahoma 95, South Carolina 63

South Carolina 67, UC Irvine 65

After a week layoff, the Gamecocks headed to Norman, Okla., to play the
Oklahoma Sooners, a perennial power in women’s college basketball. The No. 9
Sooners proved their lofty ranking was well deserved as the Sooners cruised to
a 95-63 win, despite three Gamecocks scoring in double figures in the contest,
including Jordan Jones’ 18 points and Ilona Burgova’s 15.

Dominique Archie led the Gamecocks with 18 points and seven rebounds as
South Carolina again came from behind. Carolina erased a 13-point deficit from
early in the second half to comeback in the game, which saw six ties and seven
lead changes.

South Carolina 93, Radford 63

South Carolina 80, UNC Asheville 52
Carolina rallied to pick up a convincing 80-52 victory at home over UNC
Asheville. Ten different Gamecocks score in the game, including a game-high 18
points from Brionna Dickerson while C.J. Pace chipped in 15 points off the bench.
RECAP ● 17

Carolina finished with an 18-1 run late in the game to give Dave Odom his
400th career coaching victory. However, Odom sharply criticized his big men
for not playing with passion and promised to punish them with a rigorous
practice the next morning. Fredrick scored 26 and Downey put up 23 to lead the
Gamecocks to victory.
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Spurrier taps Rychleski
Former Terps coach takes
over for Chatman, brings
vigor to special teams
Chris Cox

STAFF WRITER

USC special teams
coach Ray Rychlesk i was
i nt roduced i n a press
conference last Tuesday
afternoon at Williams-Brice
Stadium.
Rychleski, who replaces
the departed Fred Chatman,
comes to Carolina following
a seven-year st int at t he
Un iver sit y of M a r yla nd
where he served as both the
special teams coordinator
and the tight ends coach.
During his time as the
special teams coordinator
at Maryland, the Terrapins
had zero punts blocked—the
longest active streak in the
nation.
H is special teams also
blocked 22 k icks and had
eight returns for touchdowns
during that same span.
Statistically, the Terrapins
ranked second in the country
in k ickoff return yardage
defense by allowing a meager
16.34 yards per return in
2007. Rychlesk i coached
an All-ACC punter for six

consecutive years and had
one specialist taken in the
NFL draft.
Rychleski hopes to coach
t he G a mecock s i nto a
fundamentally sound special
teams unit, and not allow any
games to be lost on special
teams.
“My one saying is
fundamentals over
gimmicks. Let’s be sound
fundamentally,” Rychleski
said. “On offense I love to
run reverses and trick plays
because you get 70 plays a
game. You might only punt
the ball five times a game,
so those five times let’s be
fundamentally sound. (At
Mar yland) we were seven
years in a punting formation
with gunners on the side. We
never changed that for seven
years. We never brought the
gunners in, never brought
the gunners over, we never
changed the formation for
seven years.”
One of the first tasks that
Rychlesk i will take on is
the punt team unit, which
allowed three blocked punts
i n t he f i na l t wo g a me s,
including t wo against
a r c h r i v a l C le m s o n t h at
proved to be the difference
in the contest.
“The pu nt team needs
COACH ● 19

Ray Rychleski
Profile
Coaching Experience: 28
years (26 collegiate)
Began at prep level in
Pennsylvania (1979) 2
seasons
Te m p l e U n i v e r s i t y
(1981-1988)
Northeastern (198919 9 0 ) D e fe n s i ve
Coordinator/ In side
Linebackers Coach
Penn State (1990-1991)
Graduate Assistant
East Stroudsburg
University (1992) Special
Tea m s Coo rdin ato r/
Defensive Backs Coach
Wake Fores t (19932000) Special
Tea m s Coo rdin ato r/
Defensive Line/Outside
Linebackers/Tight Ends
Coach
M a r yl a n d ( 2 0 012007 ) Special Team s
Coordinator/ Tight
Ends/Halfbacks Coach

RECAP ● Continued from 16

Women’s Basketball
South Carolina 86, Savannah State 47
In their final nonconference game of the season, the Gamecocks rolled past
Savannah State 86-47 to improve to 11-4 on the year. Four players cleared
double figures including another 18 from Dickerson and 16 from Jordan
Jones. Jewel May came off the bench to score 14.

Alabama 65, South Carolina 54
With the Tide sitting at 7-8 overall and looking for their first conference win
in 20 tries, the Gamecocks looked as if they would cruise to another easy
victory, but cold shooting doomed Carolina from the start as they never led in
the contest, losing 65-54. USC would then trim the Alabama lead to as little
as three points before the Crimson Tide would counter every Carolina run with
one of their own, as Alabama held on for their first conference win in over two
seasons.

Men’s Basketball
UNC-Asheville 61, South Carolina 58
Odom’s team went cold at the end of the game and Asheville went on a 10-0
run to finish the game. Downey led the team with 18 points, six assists, and
three steals.

Vanderbilt 80, South Carolina 73
The Gamecocks played close with Vanderbilt in both teams’ conference opener
and even led the No. 13 Commodores for parts of the game. Downey (22),
Fredrick (21) and Day (14) all scored in double figures but the Gamecocks
were unable to keep a late lead.

Ex-NFL coach to lead defense
VanGorder looks to bring
consistency to shore up
porous front line
Austin Collins
STAFF WRITER

A f ter t h ree st r a ight
yea rs f i n ish i ng i n t he
bottom third of the SEC
i n tot a l defen se, coach
Steve Spurrier has a new
man to lead his defense.
B r i a n Va n G o r d e r w a s
formally introduced to the
Gamecock nation last week,
replac i ng t he depa r ted
Tyrone Nix, who left to
be defensive coordinator at
Mississippi.
VanGorder, 48, is most
k nown for directing the
Georgia Bulldog defense
f rom 20 01 t o 20 0 4.
During his four-year stint
in At hens, VanG order’s
def e n s e s f i n i s he d e ac h
season as one of the nation’s
top 20 defenses and he was
awarded the 2003 Frank
Broyles Assistant Coach of
the Year Award.
Along with VanGorder,
Spurrier also introduced
new special teams coach
Ray Rychlesk i, who has
spent the last seven years at
Maryland.
“I rea l ly bel ieve t hat
both Ray and Brian are the
two best guys I could hire,”
Spurrier said. “With their
track records and the kind
of guys they are, that’s the
reason why I hired them.
I t hink Brian will bring
some good solid, physical,
fundamental play, which is
something that will help us
next season.”

VanGorder, a Michigan
native, said consistency is
Brian VanGorder
anot her t hing he hopes
Profile
to bring to t he defense
in 2008. While breaking
2007 - Linebackers coach
down the tape from this
– Atlanta Falcons
past year, VanGorder said
that effort and talent aren’t
issues, but consistency is.
2 0 0 6 – He a d c o a ch
“I have to be honest,”
– Geo rg ia Southe r n
VanGorder said. “When I
University
fi rst put the fi lm on I was a
little nervous and uptight
2005 – Linebackers coach
about what I was expecting
– Jacksonville Jaguars
to see. After watching the
fi lm, I see a group of guys
2001-2004 – Defensive
t hat at t i mes play ver y
good football.”
coordinator – University
W hen asked what fans
of Georgia
can expect from his defense
n e x t y e a r, Va n G o r d e r
2000 – Defensive
wasn’t specific with regard
coordinator – Western
to schemes, but he did say
Illinois University
he ex pected his u nit to
ref lect the intensity that
he shows on the practice
1998-1999 – Defensive
field.
coordinator – Central
“I’ll bring enthusiasm
Michigan University
and a mark of intensit y
e ac h a nd e ver y d ay at
1995-1997 – Linebackers
p r a c t i c e ,” Va n G o r d e r
coach ( ’95-’96 )/
said. “I consider myself a
Defensive Coordinator
fundamentalist… We have
( ’97) – University of
to tackle well and do those
things each week from a
Central Florida
tactic standpoint.”
Th ree years removed
19 92 -19 95 – H e a d
from his last coaching gig
coach – Wayne State
in the SEC, VanGorder
University
said his days at Georgia
left him with a favorable
impression of Sout h
games between when I was
Carolina, and that’s part of
at Georgia (against) South
the reason he took the job.
Carolina; we had tough
“What stood out to me
games. I was impressed
w a s t he e xc it e me nt o n
with the intensity of South
game day,” VanGorder said.
Carolina.”
“I t hought t he fan base
was tremendous. There’s
certain electricit y in the
st ad iu m t hat was really Comments on this story? E-mail
special. I think about the sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Perfect ends to a year of pandemonium
Games fail to live up to hype but provide enough to parody to satisfy any fans desire for the game
Michael Aguilar

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

This bowl season proved to be a mild and uninspiring one
in comparison to the season that came before. Through the
muck and mire of blowouts and punt-fests five games stood
out. These games were the gems that salvaged a bowl season
that had even the most dedicated fans wondering why they
bother watching anymore.

Oklahoma to roll over a WVU team that saw its former coach
Rich Rodriguez on the sidelines of the Capital One Bowl
scouting Michigan instead of leading them onto the field.
Interim coach Bill Stewart and the Mountaineer players
wanted to show the world that despite everything they had
gone through they had come to win the Fiesta Bowl. It showed
in a game where W VU out-played and out-coached the
Sooners to a 48-28 final score. The television broadcast ended
with senior running back Owen Schmitt, better known for
beating himself and others with his helmet, breaking down
into tears in his postgame interview.
Passion anyone?

The Gator Bowl featured a monster comeback by the

Michigan vs. Florida, Capital One Bowl

Matt York / The Associated Press

West Virginia became the only team to win a bowl under
an interim coach with their victory over Oklahoma.

Last year’s national champions against the team that
claimed they deserved to be there just as much. This game had
just about as good a storyline as any this bowl season and lived
up to the hype.
A f ter a n up set lo s s to
A ppa lach ia n St ate a nd a
season-ending loss to Ohio
State left a bitter taste in the
mouths of Wolverine fans. It
seems in times like these that
anything less than a national
championship would leave
a bitter taste in the mouth
of Florida fans. Needless
to say, these two teams had
something to play for at the
end of the season.
The game quickly turned
into a shootout and when it
seemed one team or another
Reinhold Matay / The Associated Press
had put the game out of reach
Lloyd Carr got sent off right
its opponent would come
as Michigan beat Heisman
striking back with two straight
scores to keep it close. The Trophy winner Tim Tebow
game ended with Michigan and Florida.
on top 41-35 and Lloyd Carr
being carried off the field on the shoulders of the men that he
would never coach again.

Clemson vs. Auburn, Chick-fil-A Bowl
Any game that features Clemson losing is going to be a great

West Virginia vs. Oklahoma, Fiesta Bowl

Stephen Morton / The Associated Press
K

Known for their pass attack, Texas Tech used a last-second
field goal to knock off Virginia in the Toyota Gator Bowl.
vaunted Texas Tech offense and one of the most exciting
games this bowl season. Virginia and Texas Tech were polar
opposites this season as the Cavs won games through a hardnosed rushing attack and even harder-nosed defense. The Red
Raiders were on the other side of the spectrum. Quarterback
Graham Harrell averaged well over 40 pass attempts per
game.
The game was a tale of two halves as Virginia came out and
stuck it to the Raiders. UVA had opened a 21-7 lead by the
time halftime rolled around and the game looked all but over.
Raider coach Mike Leach’s offense was not to be deterred.
TTU outscored UVA 24-7 in the second half, including a
41-yard field goal as time expired to win the game.

SEC Sweeps BCS, Sugar Bowl and BCS
National Championship Game
Ohio State had had enough last season. It was ready to prove
itself after 365 days of trash talking. Hawaii was sick of being
overlooked by the media and the rest of the college football
world. Both teams were ready to show the world what they
were made of.
Unfortunately for the Buckeyes and Warriors, the SEC
teams they played in their respective BCS bowls did not get
the memo. Heisman Trophy finalist Colt Brennan spent most
of the game on the ground or staring at a pack of Bulldog
defenders coming straight for him as Hawaii fell 41-10.
The Buckeyes also proved their ineptness against the SEC,
extending their overall bowl record against the SEC to 0-9,
and LSU took home the national championship. Les Miles
and company beat Ohio State all over the field and the victory
was even more convincing than the 38-24 score suggests.

Only one word comes to mind when someone says, “Losing
to a team that you were favored to beat by several touchdowns
and missing a shot at the national title to end the season, your
head coach leaving and having a man that left his previous
head coaching job at VMI because he used a racial slur against
a player take over the job.” That word is adversity.
The Mountaineers were facing a Mount Everest of adversity
but true to their team moniker they put their heads down
and fought through it. Anyone and everyone was calling

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE®
Call or visit me today.

• Qualifying health insurance for grad/int’l students •
• Good student discounts for car insurance •
• Great renter’s insurance rates •
• Just blocks from campus •
Call 799-1998 or www.larryalucas.com

Larry A. Lucas Jr., Agent
2100 Gervais Street
Columbia, SC 29204-1806
larry.lucas.lzj@statefarm.com
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
statefarm.com® • State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinios

John Amis / The Associated Press

Auburn’s overtime win over Clemson provided one of the
few down-to-the-wire bowl games during the postseason
matchups this year.
game to watch. The Tigers’ match-up against Auburn was a
better loss than usual though. Not only was the Chick-fil-A
Bowl the only bowl game that featured an overtime game but
it was also the game featuring two teams that share a mascot.
The Tigers faced off in a hard-fought contest that featured
two extremely high-powered running offenses. The teams
combined for 379 yards on the ground but it was Auburn’s
new spread option look that in the end came out on top. True
freshman quarterback Kodi Burns led Auburn in rushing and
gave the nation a brief preview of things to come by throwing
and running for a touchdown.

Texas Tech vs. Virginia. Gator Bowl

Ann Heisenfelt / The Associated Press

Georgia didn’t allow Colt Brennan and Hawaii to pull off
another Boise State like upset as the defense dominated.
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Football fans shift focus to NFL for postseason ﬁx
With college bowl season
over, pro ball new topic
on everyone’s mind
Now that college football
has crowned its
champion, fans
will find their
gridiron fi x on
the professional
stage. With the
playoffs in full
swing, the true
JAKE LUCE
Super Bowl
Third-year
contenders
Sport and
have separated
Entertainment t h e m s e l v e s
Marketing
from the pack
student
a nd a re now
preparing for their respective
conference championships.
This past college football
season has provided fans with
infinite exhilaration while the
COACH ● Continued from 17
to be addressed,” Rychleski
said. “You just want to get
better. You don’t want to get
beat. Coach (Spurrier) said
let’s win a game on special
teams next year, but first off
let’s not lose one.”
Rychleski is excited about
t he t a lent he i n her it s at
South Carolina, including
senior kicker Ryan Succop
a nd ret u r ners Capt a i n
Mu n nerly n and Chris
Culliver.
“I’m excited about t he
k icker ( Rya n) Succop, “
Rychleski said. “He’s a senior
and has a lot of talent. He
does all three. I don’t like
that all the time. You like
to have to share the duties.
There are guys on the team
that can hopefully take one
of those jobs, but the best
players play.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

bowl games settled the dispute
of conference supremacy. But
the NFL has something that
college football has yet to
offer…a playoff system. The
NFL playoffs give 12 teams a
shot at the Super Bowl, some
realistic and others less than
likely. Each bout offers two
potential outcomes: win, and
keep every football player’s
(and fan’s) dream alive or lose
and start judging potential
draft picks and free agents.
Tom Brady exemplified
efficiency, completing 26 of
28 passes to go along with
three touchdowns in a 31-20
win over David Garrard and
the imposing Jaguars.
Despite their dominance,
the Colts were upset Sunday
by San Diego who played the
majority of the game without
LaDainian Tomlinson.
Pe y t o n M a n n i n g h a d
multiple opportunities to

take the lead late in the game
but with Reggie Wayne and
Marvin Harrison injured in
the fourth quarter he was
stranded without a reliable
receiver.
Unlike the AFC, the NFC
has been wide open from the
start.
The feel good stor y
is t he rev italized Packer
quarterback, Brett Favre, who
is pushing for a career-ending
Super Bowl run much like
John Elway’s.
The Packers fended off the
Seahawks in a high-scoring
snow bowl, winning 42-20.
In the game Favre proved
that his tank isn’t empty yet,
throwing three touchdowns
in demanding conditions.
The Seahawks proved to be
a legitimate contender after
knocking the Redskins out
of the playoffs. Washington
was the hottest team in the

conference enter i ng t he
playoffs, but despite playing
for their fallen teammate,
Sean Taylor, their Cinderella
run was cut short.
Dallas had been
overbea r i ng when Tony
Romo and Terrell Owens are
connecting, but Romo threw
an interception on the last
play of the game and failed
for the second time to win a
playoff game, falling to the
Giants 21-17.
Whoever emerges from
the NFC cluster should be
overmatched when it comes
t i me f or t he big g a me .
Unless the invincible Favre,
the unexpected Giants or
t he ba nged up Chargers
can muster an almost
i nconceivable upset , t he
Super Bowl ring might once
again fall in the hands of the
devastating dynasty in New
England.

Stephan Savoia / The Associated Press

The Patriots continue their run toward a perfect season.
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Announcements

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

NURTURE YOUR SPIRIT *
HELP HEAL OUR WORLD
If you’re searching for a religious home
that is guided by a quest for truth and
meaning, not by a set creed or dogma,
we invite you to discover Unitarian Universalism. http:/ww.chaliceweb.org/uufc/

USC Researchers are recruiting young
people (18-35 y.o) with high levels of
anxiety for a research study. A non-drug
study will involve 90 min. in the laboratory and 5/wks at home. Subjects will be
paid for participating in the study.
For more info contact Shawn D.
Youngstedt, Ph.D.
syoungstedt@sc.edu
chriskline@sc.edu,
zielinsk@mailbox.sc.edu 777-9929 or
777-7296

Help wanted on Tues-Fri afternoons,
2:00-5:30. This PT position involves
sales merchandising, and light office duties .Professional appearance is a must.
Apply in person at Gudmundson and
Buyck Jewelers 2931 Devine St.

http://www.time.com/time/2007/religionpages/

Apartments
WALK TO USC/SHANDON -Clean &
Quiet 3BR 1BA APT. $795 w/dep.
776-5405
Avail ASAP for 1BR 1BA condo located
in Broad River Township, 10 min. from
USC, brand new carpet, new paint,
walk-in-closet, dressing area vanity, a
fireplace and screened in porch. Gated
with security gates, pool, workout room
and clubhouse. Call Scott at 361-3260.
1227 Barnwell St.- Furn 2BR 1BA
charming newly renovated new d/w
fridge w/d spiral staircase CH&A pvt pkg,
shuttle runs out front property. $750.
600-5259. Avail Now!
PLAZA CENTER - 5PTS
Roommate Needed Walk to USC
2BR 1BA AC Available Now $570
(share $285) Security entrance . Electric
avg. $55/mo (share) water provided free.
No pets wired for cable phone jacks full
closets. Locally managed by owner.
Contact Elizabeth 803-422-1259
1,2, 3 & 4BR Apts. almost on campus.
803-233-2919 or rajaluri@aeliusa.com.

Roommates
Live Across the Street from USC 2BR
1BA in Cornerll Arms Lg BR w/acess to
kit/BA + w/d $425 inclds all util. Call
269-6826 for more info ask for Glenn.
Five minutes from USC/Next to 5PTS.
Need rmmte 2BR 1BA house w/d incld.
$414/ + util. Jan rent free. Call Patti @
843-442-5883.

Housing-Rent
LINTON RENTALS - 799-0123
3BR 2BA house $975/mo
2BR 2BA apt $725 . Near USC.
CONDO FOR RENT 2BR 2BA min from
USC located on River.. All appl furn.
$850.Avail midf Jan. Call Matt 730-3980
732 Meadow St. - 5PTS AREA
4BR 2.5BA newly renovated house in
5pts. 4 fireplaces wine cellar fenced in
yd. $1595. Call Joe 238-1882
1116 & 1118 Shirley St. - 2BR 1BA w/d
conn, CH/AC, water inld. $550/mo.
252-4140
Cayce - 3BR 2BA $800 + Dep
Call 782-6062
Rooms / Rent on Greene St. nearUSC.
803-233-2919 or rajaluri@aeliusa.com
RM AVAIL 5-7mo lease in 3BR 3BA
house. Lincoln St. 2 blks from Greek Village.
Just
renovated
$400+util.
803-530-3481 Matt.
A prof. m/quadriplegic needs assistance
w/activities of daily needs. Inclds light
cleaning & light cooking. Benefits incld.
stipend, free rent, phone hkup, cable &
util. Conv. to dwntwn location. Must be
reliable. Not gender specific. No exp.
nec. Call Lewis 254-7982 between
5&8pm.
Room for Rent 3624 Rosewood Dr.
$350.
inclds
wireless
+
util
(non-smoker). Call 790-5010.
2BR 1.5BA Duplex water incld $625
2BR 2BA House picket fence new construction. energy eff. $750.
3BR 2BA house new construction
energy eff. $1,000. Call Jeff 238-9185.

Housing-Sale
Stuido Condo for Sale 2 blks from Russell House & library. $62,500 727-3363

Parking
PARKING SPACES
Near South Tower at Pickens &
Blossom. $220 per semester 799-3452

Help Wanted
PT Office Help - Fluent Spanish/English
speaking 10/hrs @ $8/hr. Call 790-5010
Excellent opportunity for PT of even FT
as an independent Marketing Associate,
you decide how much income you want
to make! Earn up front bonuses with ongoing income. No contracts and no minimums. Marketing tools and resources
provided! Learn more by visiting
www.veracitypayments.com and call
404-492-6595 to apply.
Kitchen Help needed for small pizza restaurant in Irmo. Exp a must. Fax resume
to 732-9764 or contact Gina 781-7800.

CANVASSERS - 6 people needed immediately. Must be available to work
from 4-9pm M-F & Sat 9am-3pm. Great
job for people who want to work outside
and make money at the same time. Must
be reliable and have positive attitude.
$9/hr to start + bonuses. You’ll be going
door-to-door giving away $40/gas cards
to homeowners. Absolutely no selling
Please call Dave at 939-9533 for your
interview.
PHYSICAL THERAPY
AIDE POSITIONS
Seeking enthusiastic PT employees to
work with adults with various disabilities
in our weight room. Will train you to work
win our facility. Just need good people
skills. GREAT PAY $12/hr!! Will work
around your class schedule. Call
896-6155 or print a copy of the state
application
http://ohrweb.ohr.state.sc.us/OHR/Sta
te Application.pdf fax to 896-6148
or bring it to
Physical Therapy Dept SC Voc Rehab
Dep Evaluation Center
1400 Boston Ave W. Cola.

THE CLARION HOTEL
Now accepting applications for the
following positions:
Guest Service Representatives
Front Desk positions available.
Van Driver/Bell Person
FT position available. must possess excellent 10 year DMV record. retirees
welcome. Knowledge of the surrounding
Columbia area.
Previous applicants need not apply.
Apply in person M-F 2PM-5P M
1615 Gervais Street.
Digital Systems Support, Inc. is seeking
to hire a FT International Program Logistician for their office in Columbia, SC.
The applicant must have Bachelor’s Degree in business or related field along
with demonstrated abilities to assist in
managing outsourced or contracted activities, reviewing requests for bids, developing specifications, and serving as liaison between international subcontractors and organizations. Fluency in five
European languages ins absolutely essential. A Bachelor’s degree in Business
from internationally accredited institution
and related experience is desirable. Annual salary $39k-$40k. Only eligible applicants should send their applications to Ms. L. Brasington, Digital
Systems Support 1334 Sumter St.
Cola, SC 29201
CPA firm in Forest Acres needs student
for spring semester who can work at
least Tuesday & Thursday mornings.
Great opportunity for business major to
learn about working a professional environment. Please send resume and
class schedule to PO Box 6838, Columbia, SC 29260 for fax to 787-9453.
Busy Allergist Office seeks, bright, hardworking, ethical students to work PT/FT
in Medical Office.. Clinical & business office personnel needed. Flexible PT & FT
hrs on weekends and weekdays. Evening hours available. Great experience
for those students who plan to pursue a
career in medicine. Only those with excellent academic records and references
need apply. Email resume to
palmettoallergya@bellsouth.net
**MANAGER IN TRAINING
**ASSISTANT MANAGER
Hibbett Sports is hiring in Columbia. Apply at any Hibbett Sports location. Hibbeett Sports conducts drug testing.
www.hibbett.com
Office Worker - Small downtown law
firm needs PT employee to assist with
running, filing ,mailing and other general
office duties. Job is more than just running and requires someone who can
work up to 30/hrs/wk and wants to gain
law firm experience. Upperclassman or
graduate student is preferred. Call
726-4888.
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
Church preschool is hiring for substitute
teachers. Individuals must have experience, patience and energy for children.
We will work around your schedule when
you are avaialbe--even if it is one day a
week. Individuals may apply at
3200 Trenholm Rd or you can call
771-1512 for more information.

Additional options

The Undergraduate Admissions Office is
looking for enthusiastic, dedicated students to assist with recruitment this year
by calling prospective students, admitted
students and their parents. Applicants
should possess strong communication
skills, enthusiasm for USC, good work
ethic professionalism and basic computer and telephone skills. Students are
required to work a minimum of two
nights per week during the hours of
5:30-9:30pm Monday through Thursday
throughout the school year,. $7.50/hr to
start. Training begins Wednesday, January 23rd. Applications are available in
the Undergraduate Admissions Office located on the Horseshoe in Lieber College. Application deadline:
January 18th. For more information,
please call 777-7700.

Help Wanted
Child Care
Nanny Wanted PT Afternoons - Seeking personable, organized, eligible individual to supervise 3 children in their after school activities as well as help with
homework, school projects, etc. Must
have valid drivers license and reliable
tranp. Excellent opportunity for the right
person! Please email resume to
bgrice@sc.rr.com

Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
In-town family seeks bright, energetic,
responsible student to carpool, homework, mange 2 kids ages 10 & 11, 2-3
afternoon/week from 2:30-6. Good car,
references reqd. Begin now. Call
730-3521
or
email
bjrtravel@gmail.com
AFTERSCHOOL TEACHERS
How would you like to get paid while you
play with children? Church preschool
that is only 10 minutes away from USC
is now hiring for PT teachers for the afternoons. Individuals must have experience, be professional and have a lot of
energy. Please call 771-1512 for more
information.
YMCA needs enthusiastic, responsible
counselors to work in the Lexington area
Afterschool Program, M-F 2-6pm. Call
359-3376 ext 12 or 14 for more info.

Help Wanted
Summer Camps
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counselors to teach. All land, adventure & water
sports.
Great
summer!
Call
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com

Help Wanted
Instructors
LIFEGUARD POSITIONS!!
Seeking enthusiastic PT employees to
work with adults with various disabilities
in our therapeutic pool. Need Red Cross
Lifeguard Certification but will train you
to work in our facility. Great Pay
$12/hr!! Will work around your class
schedule. Call 896-6155 or print a copy
of the state app
http://ohrweb.ohr.state.sc.us/Ohr/Stat
eApplication.pdf
& fax to 896-6148 or bring it to:
Physical Therapy Dept. SC Voc Rehab
Dept Evaluation Center
1400 Boston Ave W. Cola

Help Wanted
Restaurants
Help Needed - All Positions Taking applications for Servers &
Kitchen Staff! Apply in person - Cafe
Strudel 118 State St. West Columbia,

Now hiring drivers, FT/PT day & night.
$9-14/hr mileage & tips paid nightly.
Must be 18 yrs old. Good driving record
& great attitude. Call 865-6944,
Devine St. or 783-6770 Garners Ferry
or fax resume to 733-1683. EOE

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Help Wanted
Drivers
Local property management company
seeking PT courier. $9/hr+mileage. Flex
hrs. Must have dependable transp & insurance. Call 790-0093 ext 103.

Services
LIFE COACH - Advisor only give you
3.5/min/semester? Need help deciding
who you are an where you should turn
your professional and personal efforts?
A Life Coach helps you formulate a business and life plan to suit your needs,
strengths and goals. Call Sam Crews
238-0238. SamuelCrews3@aol.com

Typing Services
ROSE IS READY TO TYPE YOUR
PAPER. Call 561-9811 to get your paper
typed or edited. Rates reasonable!

Opportunities
WANT TO START YOUR OWN
E-BUSINESS? Start selling richdad
products online! The Official
RichDadaffiliate.com site is accepting
new members for free only the next 10
days. http://www.RichDadaffiliate.com

Work Study
Opportunities
Thomas Cooper Library is now accepting applications for student employees..
You may apply at the circulation desk at
the library. Work Study preferred.
$8/HOUR!! WORK- STUDY
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
SC Vocational Rehabilitation Dept.
near Airport. Duties: Filing &
organizing, data entry, reception, &
operating various office equipment.
Must be proficient in Excel & MS Word.
Please call
Cathy Smith @ 896-6553 for
interview. EOE
OFFICE ASSISTANT
20/hrs/wk $7-$8/hr Clerical work and
special projects. Knowledge of marketing or development helpful.
Communities In Schools of the Midlands
Contact Personnel 254-9727 8:30-5:00
or PO Box 8884 Cola, SC 29202

Major credit cards accepted

